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PORTRAIT 
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O F 

I N G JAMES I. 

This print was engraved from an authentic por¬ 
trait in the collodion of the Earl of Buchan, co- 

k • ct, ' * »J. .1 . «i 

pied from the original, which is in the Keilberg Gal- 

i s ^ ... * 

•lery, in the ancient manlion of the Lytrum Family, 
« | near Tubingen in Swabia, 

* Quhare as in ward, full oft I wold bewaiile, 

My deadly lyfe, full of pavne and penance; 
j Saying oft thus, quhat have I gilt to faille 
' | . My freedom in this warld, and my plefancc, 

4 ff ’ 

f The long dayes and the nyghtis ake, 

I wold bewaiile my fortune in this wife. 

For quhich again diltrefle, confort to feke, 

| My outturn was on mornis for to rife. 

Airly as day, O happy exercife! 

K K..Quair, Canto it. 
































































' 




















*o. 




























: 










* . 














Jill. I 








• • 








I ::Mu I 1 

f |N “ 4 . - 








3l0 :i:A «fcl# 






• » 




* • • 

iia 

.T i » , 


* 

m * mm - 

$**l o3 ttoteoo i^Bo iflf I | I 

' ^dii oj 7c 1 i inr- atxicv mu Mu v 














































Digitized I 


V-fTI 





































TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


DAVID STEWART ERSKINE, 

EARL of BUCHAN, 

LORD C A R D R O S S 

THIS 

0 

FIRST UNIFORM EDITION 

0 

OF THE 

SCOT I S H POETS , 

IS MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED; 

ASA ' . . 

SMALL TESTIMONY, 

OF THE VERY HIGH ESTIMATION, 

WHICH IS ENTERTAINED OF HIS LORDSHIP^ 
PATRIOTIC AND ZEALOUS EXERTIONS, 

IN PROMOTING THE INTERESTS OF LITERATURE 

IN SCOTLAND; 

AS WELL AS OF THE WARMEST GRATITUDE 
FOR THE DISTINGUISHED FAVOUR 

CONFERRED UPON, 

HIS LORDSHIP^ MUCH OBLIGED, 

AND MOST OBEDIENT, 

HUMBLE SERVANTS, 


R. MORISON and SON. 




. 








‘ 










*H.T OT 




tiioth: 










2 (I IV. 














I - - i 




























A i t 
















• » 




' 






<V.OlT.-- - . 

IH2JSOJ 21 H '-.O CliV:iAT;UT;fi 21 
^^01X^323 8U0JAIX Git A DITOIS 

. o : : f to M o . 

XI 








T2 iVLSK\r 


3ht '-I6 z.i viaav/ d 


.luov/wi ajHiiuo^rreia airr ;ioi 

.*na !ji>ia : :;o 






»S? ,Q30Ua0 HO VM 8 <! 


















* 






t 'f/.3ia3ao TZOIA CtYiA 
t 2TKAV^ia 3JCI.MJH 










•W3 








. 










































































# 


















% 




MORISON’s EDITION. 

m 

















M. orn aa 











o 


WORKS 


O F 




J 


A 


M 


E 


S 



KING of SCOTLAND. 


CONTAINING 


THE KING’S QJJAIR, 


CHRISTIS KIRK OF THE GRENE, 


AND 


PEBLIS TO THE PLAY, 


CONSIDER IT WARILI E, REDE AFT1NER THAN ANIS 
WEIL AT ANE BLINK SLIE POETRY NOT TANE IS. 







GAVIN DOUGLASS. 


- 




PERTH: 








Jprfateti Jfunfcr, 






FOR R. MORI SON AND SON, BOOKSELLERS; 

w 

SOLD BY G. G. J. AND J. ROBINSON, PA' 
TERNOSTER-ROW, LONDON. 



M,DCC,LXXXVI 






Go gle 




Original from 

UNIVERSITY 0RCAL4E0RNIA 

























1 

1 






















K , :if* 9 








4 if i-h ^ 

HE ■ Ki V . 

















4..JL 




111 .: /I 





































a so c»ir;r 

















HR t; l * •« • . 

Bp: ;•>.*• 
















4 

i 3U.t uxfaijo. 












f : :' i 


















^ SP* lUet JiSrtltfA 3tt3« *r" ^ 

. - . •**■•*■ « 1 * 




















































* 


















' 


















Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA U 

















* 






POEM 

% 


I N 





¥ 











igitized by Go gle 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 























¥ 












































Digitized by 






«£ 4 * 44 * 44 * 4 ^ 4 '' 4 * 44 * 4 * 44 * 4 ^ 4444444 ^ 4 * 44444444444 *’ 

4»>~»«>»>~>->“>»>">’*»~>"V“>>>">->*‘>*’4'' '< '<'*4 ‘<-'‘<"4"4'*4--<"<"<"<-*<"<"< -<~4 4*'' 

444444444444444 444 444444444444 4444 




INTRODUCTION. 


THE following poem is the compofition of 
James I, king of Scotland, one of the moft illus¬ 
trious perfons who figured in the beginning of 
the icth century. All the Scotifh hiftorians 
agree in extolling him as a prince of eminent 
virtue, an extraordinary genius, endued with 
every branch of the learning of his age. Bal- 
lenden Arch Dean of Murray in his tranflation 
of H. Boece’s Hiftory thus charafterifes him. 
He was well learnt to fecht with the fword, 

- I «k £ £ 

to juft, to tournay, .to warfell, to fing and 

i «. 

dance, he was ane expert medeciner, richt 
crafty in playing baith of lute and harp, and 
findry other inftruments of mufik \ he was 
expert in gramar, oratry, and poetry, and 
maid fo flowand and fententious verfes, ap¬ 
peared weel he was ane naturall and bom 


Poete.” 


This 
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This poem called the Quair was compofed 
by him while he was a prifoner in the caftle of 
Windfor, upon the lady Jane, a princefs of 
the blood royal of England, whom he after¬ 
wards efpoufed : It probably would have fhared 
the fame fate of moft o£ king James’s other 
compofitions, which are now loft,, but for one 
manufcript copy of it which is preferved in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford. In that immenfe 
treafure of erudition, it has lyen in obfcurity 

a # 

until lately, that by the curiofity and refearch of 

./ 4l # fk % 'V m 

William Tytler of Woodhaufelee, one of the 
Vice Prefidents of the Society of Scots Anti¬ 
quaries at Edinburgh, an authentic copy of this 
fine ancient poem was procured and prefented 
to the public with explanatory notes and hiftori- 
cal and critical diflertations upon it, and the 

# YT * j J * ; 

other poetical remains of king James I*. 

As to the merit of the King’s Quair, the pub- 

0 \ jtm f ^ | ^ . A . , 

lie hath favourably determined ; indeed con- 
fidering the age in which it was written, juft 

r r ' ‘ t . 1 *7' beginning 

* Poetical remains of king James I. printed by J. and 
E. Balfours, Edinburgh, 1783. . jl 
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beginning to emerge from the darknefs which 
had long cobfcured the Weftern Hemifphere, 
for the fancy and invention, the genuine firu- 
plicity of fentiment, and the glow of descriptive 
poetry which runs through it, it is a remark¬ 
able work. j > 

%4 W ** • 0 ^ ^ w | A gf ^ v 0 i \J‘ £ J d 4 

The defign or theme is the royal poet’s love 
for his beautiful miftrefs Jane, with whom he 

• J a ^ | k * 

became enamoured while a prifoner at the Caf- 
tie of Windfor. The recollection of the mis¬ 
fortunes of his youth, his early and long cap¬ 
tivity, the incident which gave rife to his love, 
its purity, conftancy, and happy iflue, are all 
fet forth by way of allegorical vifion, according 

Rmh W ^ i . y i / i *i* • . ^ .i* v .T 

to the reigning tafte of the age of king James 
I, as we find from the poems of Chaucer* 
Gower and Lydgate his co-temporaries. 

» J 4 Ji a 9 ^ / g ,r J m ^^,4 4 ^- 4 ^ # ^4 

Chaucer the father of Englifh poetry as he 

| M.f | I I f ^ | 11 j % w f * •»] - f * 4 f # . • *f * ^1 f 4 M fl 

is the firft, fo he is the beft poet of his age. 

He has fliown the extent of his genius and 
learning in almoft every fpecies of poetry, from 
his heroic poem of Palcemon and Arcite, to 
his ballads. It might be imputed to national 
Ifcy; prejudice 
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prejudice were we to rank the Scotifli prince 

m + * m ap ^ 

as his rival in poetry, if we make the compari- 
fon however between the Court of Venus in the 
following poem, and Chaucer’s Court of Love , 
our Seotifh poet, will lofc nothing by fuch 
comparifon, particularly in the portraiture of 


the miftrefs of each poet. The Jane of King 


James is painted with as much beauty and with 


more tender delicacy than the buxom Roftal of 
Chaucer . 


It mull be confefied, that many of the beau¬ 


ties of thefe ancient poems mud efcape us from 


the mutability of the language, in the fpace of 


near 400 years, an imperfe&ion attendant oa 


every living language; 



and following, the reader is referred to the ex- ; 


cellent and learned Gioffary prefixed to Gavin 
Douglas’s Scotifli tranflation of the Aeneis Qf i 
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CANTO I. 


i 


A . J 


I. 


H 


EIGH in the hevynis figure circulare 

* 

The rody fterres twynkling as the fyre: 

- 

And in Aquary * Citherea the clere, 

Rynfid hir trefiis like the goldin wyre, 
rCt \ That late tofore, in faire and frefche atyre, 
Thro’ Capricorn heved hir hornis bright, 




eso* 


;ok<I 




e c? 


North northward approchit the myd nyght. 



£ . I 

'OLC' 0 i 


4 

r; 


II. 


Quhen as I.lay in bed allone waking, \ . f.; r 

New partit out of flepe a lyte tofore, 

Fell me to mynd of many diverfe thing 
Of this and that, can I not fay quharefore, 

Bot flepe for craft in erth myt I no more; 

For quhich as tho’ coude I no better wyle, 

Bot toke a boke to rede upon a quhile : 

A III. 




r 










2 


THE KING’S QU AIR. 


III. 

Off quhich the name is clepit properly 
b Boeccy efter him that was the compiloure, 
Schewing counfele of philofophye, 

Compilit by that nobil fenatoure 

% 

Off Rome quhilome y t was the warldis floure. 
And from eftate by fortune a quhile 
Foringit was, to povert in exile. 


IV. 

And there to here this worthy lord and clerk. 
His metir fuete full of moralitee; 

His flourit pen fo fair he fet a werk, 
Difcryving firft of his profperitee. 

And out of that his infelicitee; 

And than how herin his c foetly report, 

In philofophy can him to confort. 


For quhich tho*1 in purpofe at my boke, 

% 

To borowe a flepe at thilk time began, 
Or ever I ftent my beft was more to loke 
Upon the writing of this nobil man, 
That in himfelf the full recover wan 
Of his infortune, poverti, and diftreffe, 
And in tham fet his verray feckerneffe. 
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And fo the vertew of his zouth before 

« ■ ^ m 1 -• * < 

Was in his age the ground of his delytis : 
Fortune the bak him turnyt, and therefore 
He makith joye and confort y t he quitis 
Of theire unfekir warldis appetitis, 

And fo a worth he takith his penance, 

And of his vertew maid it fuffifance. 

w • 



With mony a nobil refon as him likit 
Enditing in his fair latyne tong, 

So full of fruyte, and rethorikly pykit, 

% 

Quhich to declare my fcole is over zong; 
Therefore I lat him pas, and in my tong 
Procede I will agayn to my fentence 
Of my mater, and leve all incidence. 


VIII. 


The long ny* beholding, as I faide, 

Myn eyne gan to fmert for ftudying; 

UK 

My boke I fchet, and at my hede it laide, 

And doun I lay, bot ony tarying. 

This mater new in my mynd rolling, 

This is to feyne how y* eche eftate, 

. ▼ ^ ’ ’ • V 1 

As Fortune lykith, thame will tranflate. 

A * IX. 
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IX. 

For fothe it is, yS on her tolter quhele, 

■ * « 

Every wight eleventh in his ftage, 

And failyng foting oft quhen hir left rele 
Sum up, fum doun, is non eftate nor age 
Enfured more, the Prynce than the page, 

So uncouthly hir werdes (he divideth, 

Namely in zouth, that feildum ought provideth. 



Among thir thoughtis rolling to and fro, 

Fell me to mynd of my fortune and ure. 

In tender zouth how fche was firft my fo, 

And eft my frende, and how I gat recure 
Of my diftrefTe, and all my aventure 
I gan ourhayle, y* langer flepe ne reft 

• f * ** f _ 

Ne my 1 I nat, fa were my wittis wreft. 

For-wakit and for-wallouit thus mufing, 

Wery for-lyin, I leftnyt fodaynlye, 

And fone I herd the bell to matins ryng, 

, r - t 

And up I rafe na langer wald I lye ; 

But now how trowe ze fuich a fantafye 

Fell me to my mynd, y* ay me tho* the bell 

^ * 4 # 9 

Said to me, Tell on man, quhat the befell. 

^ • : J XII. 
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Tho* I tho* to myfelf, quhat may this be ? 

This is my awin ymaginacion. 

This is no lyf y t fpekis unto me, 

It is a bell or that imprefiion 
Of my tho* caufith this illufion,.' 

That dooth me think fo nycely in this wife. 

And fo befell as I fchall zou devife. 

% 

XIII. 

Determyt furth therew* in myn entent. 

Sen I thus have ymagynit of this foun. 

And in my tyme more ink and paper fpent 
To lyte effect, I tuke conclufion 
Sum new thing to write; I fet me doun. 

And furth w* all my pen in hand I tuke, 
d And maid a + and thus begouth my buke. 


«£*$• xiv. 

« 

Though zouth of nature indegeft, 

Unrypit fruyte w* windis variable. 

Like to the bird y * fed is on the neft, 

And can not flee, of wit wayke and unftable. 

To fortune both and to infortune hable, 

Wift thou thy payne to cum and thy travaille, 

For forow and drede wele my* thou wepe and waile. 

- • a A 3 XV. 
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Thus ftant thy confort in unfekernefie, 

% 

And wantis it, y t fuld the reule and gye, 

Ry c as the fchip that failith fterelefs, 

Upon the rok moft to harmes hye, 

For lak of it y t fuld bene her fupplye; 

So ftandis thou here in this warldis rage, 

And wantis yt fuld gyde all thy viage. - 

% 

xvi. 

I mene this of myfelf, as in partye, 

Though nature gave me fuffifance in zouth , 

The rypenefs of refon lak I 

To governe with my will, fo lyte I couth, 

Quhen fterelefs to travaille I begouth, 

4 

Amang the wavis of this world to drive, 

And. how the cafe anon I will defcrive. 

XVII, 

With doubtfull hert, amang the rokkis blake r 
My feble bote full faft to ftere and rowe, 

Helplefs alone the wynter ny* I wake, 

To wayte the wynd y t furthward fuld me thro we 
O empti faile ! quhare is the wynd fuld blowe 
Me to the port quhare gyneth all my game ? > 
Help, Calyope, and wynd, in Marye name ! 

.TM’ * J , XVIII. 


Digitized by 


Goggle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 










CANTO 


7 



XVIII. 


The rokkis clepe I, the prolixitee 
Of doubtfulnefle y x doith my wittis pall, 
The lak of wynd is the difficultee. 

In enditing of this lytill trety fmall: 

The bote I clepe, the mater hole of all, 
My wit unto the faile y t now I wynd, 

To feke conyng, tho’ I bot lytill fynd. 


XIX 


At my begyning firft I clepe and call 
To zou Clio and to zou Polyme, 


With e Theliphone goddis and liftris all. 
In nowmer IX. as bokis fpecifye, 

In this procefle my wilfum wittis gye, 


And with zour bry* lanternis wele convoye 
My pen to write my turment and my joye. 


The 
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!lf. w 


HIS INTENDED VOYAGE TO FRANCE. 





TN vere y 1 full of vertu is and gude, 14 1 

Quhen nature firft begyneth hir enprife, 

That quhilum was be cruel froft and flude, 

And fchouris fcharp oppreft in mony wife, 

And f Synthius gyneth to aryfe 

Heigh in the eft, a morrowe foft and fuete, 

% 

Upward his courfe to drive in Ariete. 

% 

II. 

Pafiit bot myd-day foure greis evin 

Of lenth and brede his angel wingis bry 1 -, 

He fpred upon the ground doun fro the hevin, 

That for gladnefle and confort of the fight, 

And with the tiklyng of his hete and light, 

The tender flouris opynit thame and fprad, 

t 

And in thair nature thankit him for glad. 

III. 
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«*•> 4| « * ^ v K- ^ r 4 

g Not far paflit the ftate of innocence 
Bot nere about the nowmer of zeiris thre, 


Were it caufit throu hevinly influence 
Of Goddis will, or other cafualtee, 
Can I not fay, bot out of my contree, 
By thair avife y * had of me the cure 


Be fee to pas, tuke I my a 







* 

iy. 


Purvait of all y z was us necefiarye, ^ 

With wynd at will, up airely by the morowe, 
Streight unto fchip no longere wold we tarye, 

The way we tuke the tyme I tald to forowe, 

With mony fare wele, and San6t Johne to borowe 
Of falowe and frende, and thus w c one aflent. 

We pullit up fade and furth our wayis went. 

v. .. -Cm 

r 

Upon the wevis weltring to and fro, 

So infortunate was we that fremyt day, 

That maugre plainly quethir we wold or no, 

W l ftrong hand by forfe fchortly to fay. 

Of inymyis taken and led away, 

We weren all, and bro 1 in thaire contree, 

Fortune it fchupe non othir wayis to be. 

VI. 






b Quhare as in ftrayte ward, and in ftrong prifon, ’ 
So fere forth of my lyf the hevy lyne, 

W t out confbrt in forowe, abandoune aril ’frrO 

The fecund fiftere, lukit hath to tuyne, 

Nere, by the fpace of zeris twice nyne, 

Till Jupiter his merci lift advert, 

And fend confort in relefche of my {inert. 


VII. 


Quhare as in ward full oft I wold bewaille 
My dedely lyf, full of peyne and penance, 
Saing ryt thus, quhat have I gilt to faille, 

My fredome in this warld and my plefance ? 
Sen every wight has thereof fuffifance, 

4 

That I behold, and I a creature 

Put from all this, hard is myn aventure ? 






VIII. 

The bird, the befte, the fifch eke in the fee, 

They lyve in fredome everich in his kynd; 

And I a man, and lakith libertee 
Quhat fall I feyne, quhat refon may I fynd. 

That fortune fuld do fo ? thus in my mynd, 

My folk I wold argewe, bot all for no r , 

Was none that my 1 y* on my peynes rought. 

IX. 
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Than wold I fay, Giff God me had devifit 
To lyve my lyf in thraldom thus and pyne, 
Quhat was the caufe y t he more me comprifit, 
Than othir folk to lyve in fuch ruyne ? 

I fuffere alone amang the figuris nyne, -jdf v*[ , 
Ane wofull wrache y t to no wight may fpede 
And zit of every lyvis help has nede. 


X. 






The long dayes and the nyghtis eke, 

I wold bewaille my fortune in this wife, 
For quhich again diftrefle contort to feke, 
My cuftum was on mornis for to rife 
Airly as day, O happy exercife ! 

By the come I to joye out of turment, 
Bot now to purpofe of my firft entent. 




XI. 


Bewailling in my chamber thus allone, 

a » * « 

Defpeired of all joye and remedye, 

For-tirit of my tho* and wo-begone, 

And to the wyrtdow gan I walk in hye, 

t ' 

To fee the warld and folk y l went forbye, 

As for the tyme though I of mirthis fude, 
My 1 have no more* to luke it did me gude. 






CANTO II. 13 \ 

xii. n 

Now was there maid faft by the Touris wall I 

A gardyn faire, and in the corneris fet, 

Ane herbere grene, with wandis long and fmall, 

Railit about, and fo w* treis fet 
Was all the place, and hawthorn hegis knet, 

That lyf was non walkyng there forbve, ' 

That my 1 w^n icarce any wight aipye. ] 

xm. fi 

So thick the beuis and the leves grene v|J 

Befchadit all the allyes y t there were, 

And myddis every herbere my 1 be fene a 4 l ' 3 

The fcharp grene fuete jenepere, 

Growing fo fair w* branchis here and there, 

That, as it femyt to a lyf w f out. 

The bewis fpred the herbere all about. 

f 

Wm i *'• . xiv. 

1 

And on the fmall grene twiftis fat 1 r ,7 e H j 

The lytil fuete nyghtingale, and long 
So loud and clere, the ympnis confecrat j 

Of luvis ufe, now foft now lowd amonzr. 

That all the gardynis and the wallis rong 
Ry f of thaire fong, and on the copill next 
Of thaire fuete armony, and lo the text. | 

B Canius I 
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Cantus XV. 

Worfchippe ze y t loveris bene this May”, 

For of zour blifs the kalendis are begonne, 

And ling w* us, away winter away, 

Come fomer come, the fuete fefon and fonne, 
Awake, for fchame ! y t have zour hevynis wonnc, 
And amouroufly lift up zour hedis all. 

Thank lufe y l lift zou to his merci call. 

XVI. 

Quhen thai this fong had fong a littil thrawe, 

Thai ftent a quhile, and therew* unafraid, 

As I beheld, and keft myn eyen a lawe, 

From beugh to beugh, thay hippit and thai plaid, 
And frefchly in thair birdis kynd araid, 

Thaire fatheris new, and fret thame in the fonne, 
And thankit lufe, y* had thair makis wonne. 

XVII. 

This was the plane ditie of thaire note, 

And therew 1 all unto myfelf I tho t , 

Quhat lufe is this, that makis birdis dote ? 

Quhat may this be, how cummyth it of ought ? 
Quhat nedith it to be fo dere ybought ? 

It is nothing, trowe I, bot feynit chere, 
i And that one lift to counterfeten chere. 

XVIII. 
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XVIII. 

4 

Eft wold I think, O Lord, quhat may this be ? 

That lufe is of fo noble my 1 and kynde, 

Lufing his folk, and fuich profperitee 
Is it of him, as we in bukis fynd, 

May he oure hertis fetten and unbynd: 

Hath he upon our hertis fuich maiftrye ? 

Or all this is bot fey nit fantafye ? 

xix. : 

For giffhe be of fo grete excellence, 

That he of every wight hath cure and charge, 
Quhat have I gilt to him, or doon offenfe ? 

That I am thrall, and birdis gone at large, 

Sen him to ferve he my 1 fet my corage, 

And, gif he be not fo, than may I feyne 
Quhat makis folk to jangill of him in veyne ? 







Can I not ellis fynd bot gift* y* he 
Be lord, and, as a god, may lyve and regne, 

To bynd, and loufe, and maken thrallis free, 

Than wold I pray his blifsful grace benigne, 

To hable me unto his fervice digne, 

And evermore for to be one of tho 
Him trewly for to ferve in wele and wo. 
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And therew t keft I doun myn eye ageyne, 
Quhare as l,faw walking under the Tourc, 
Full fecretely, new cumyn hir to pleyne, 

The faireft or the frefcheft zoung floure 
That ever I fawe, method before that houre, 
For quhich Todayne abate, anon aftert, 

The blude of all my body to my hert. 




XXII. 


And though I flood abaifit tho a lyte, 

No wonder was; for quhy ? my wittis all 
Were fo ouercome w l plefance and delyte, 
Only through latting of myn even fall, 
That fudaynly my hert become hir thrall,' 
For ever of free wyll, for of manace 
There was no takyn in hir fuete face. 

XXIII. 











And in my hedc I drew ry* haflily, 

And eft Tones I lent it out ageyne, 

And law hir walk that verray womanly, 

With, no wight mo, bot only women tueyne, 

Than gan I ftudy in myfelf and feyne, 

Ah ! fuete are ze a warldly creature, 

Or hevingly thing in likenefie of nature ? 

i ; ‘ . % u xxiv. 
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CANTO II. 



XXIV. 


Or ar ze god Cupidis owin prince fie ? 

And cumyn are to loufe me out of band, 
Or are ze veray Nature the goddefle, 

That have depayntit w c zour hevinly hand, 
This gardyn full of flouris, as they (land ? 
Quhat fall I think, allace ! quhat reverence 
Sail I mefter to zour excellence ? 


XXV. 

- ^ i * 4 # 

^ * * 

GifF ze a goddefle be, and y c ze like 

To do me payne, I may it not aftert; ^ 

GifF ze be warldly wight, y l dooth me like, 

Quhy left God mak zou fo my dereft hert, 

To do a fely prifoner thus fmert, , .. j 

That lufis zou all, and wote of no 11 but wo, 

And, therefore, merci fuete ! fen it is fo. 

> Wj - • TTat... 1 ;; ><_[ 


XXVI. - 


Quhen I a lytill thrawe had maid my mone, 
Bewailing myn infortune and my chance, 

t < % 

Unknawin how or quhat was belt to done, 

I* j fl >• ' 


JuodA 

t-n A I 




O 


So ferre I fallying into lufis dance, 

That fodeynly my wit, my contenance, 

* 


o) 9 £J 


a 




My hert, my will, my nature, and my mynd, 
Was changit clcne ry l in ane other kind. 
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XXVII. 


• • •• % « t 

Of hir array the form gif I fal write, 

Toward her goldin haire, and rich atyre,- 

#. r* . . 

In fretwife couchit w* perlis quhite, 

e * r * * i 

And grete X’ balas lemyng as the fyre, 

W* mony ane emerant and faire faphire, 

And on hir hede a chaplet frefch of hewe, 

_ ^ f . _ _ a * » % 

Of plumys partit rede, and quhite, and'blewe* 


XXVIII. 


Full of quaking fpangis bryt as gold, 

Forgit of fchap like to the / amorettis, 

So new, fo frefch, fo pleafant to behold, 

The plumys eke like to the floure jonettis, 
And other of fchap, like to the fioure jonettis ; 
And, above all this, there was, wele I wote, 
Beautee eneuch to mak a world to dote. 


: ‘jx ii; 

3b oT 

Y Jl/Gf 






» i r 


XXIX. 


About hir neck, quhite as the fyre amaiile, 

m v * * 

# 

A gudelie cheyne of fmall orfeverye, 

Quhare by there hang a ruby, w t out faille 

w » • 

Like to ane hert fchapin verily, 

That, as a fperk of lowe fo wantonly 

- . , m ; . . . ^ ' r*. • ' * 1 i f t # .*» '* i i ( 

Semyt birnyng upon hir quhite throte, 

Now gif there was gud pert ye, God it wote. 


XXX. 
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And for to walk that frefche Mayes morowe, 

0 e • _ 

Ane huke fhe had upon her tiflew quhite, 

That gudeliare had not bene feneto forowe, 

',**»** r • g _ y 

As I fuppofe, and girt fche was alyte; • y, ; ; 

Thus halflyng lowfe for hafte, to fuich delyte,. 

It was to fee her zouth in gudelihed, 

That for rudenes to fpeke thereof I drede. 


XXXI. 




In hir was zouth, beautee, w e humble aport, , 

Bountee, richefle, and womanly faiture, 

God better wote than my pen can report, 

Wifdome, largefle eftate, and conyng fure . ; * 

In every point, fo guydit hir mefure, 

In word, in dede, in fchap, in contenance, ce/fT 
That nature my* no more hir childe auance. ! dA ] 


XXXII. •' 

% 

Throw quhich anon I knew and underftude 

Wele y t fche was a warldly creature, y \ 

• • 

On quhom to reft myn eye, fo mich gude 

r 7 • t * " * 

It did my woful hert, I zow aflure 
That it was to me joye w*out mefure, 

And, at the laft, my luke unto the hevin 
I threvve furthwith, and faid thir verfis fevin : 

XXXIII. 
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XXXIII. 


O Venus cl ere ! of goddis ftellif} it, 

To quhom I zelde homage and facriiife, 

Fro this day forth zour grace be magnify it, 
That me reflauit have in fuch wile, 

To lyve under zour law and fo feruile ; 

Now help me furth, and for zour merci lede 

My hert to reft, y l deis nere tor drede. 




XXXIV. 


Qnhe 


4 *' 



I w* gude entent this orifon 
Thus endit had, I ftynt a lytill ftound. 

And eft myn eye full pitoufly adoun 
I keft, behalding unto hir lytill hound, 

That w‘ his bellis playit on the ground, ... »J 

Than wold I fay, and figh therew 1 a lyte, 

Ah! wele were him y ! now were in thy plyte ! 

• ; , • 


XXXV. 


An othir quhile the lytill nyghtingale, 

That fat upon the twiggis, wold I chide, 

And fay ry* thus, Quhare are thy notis fmale, 
That thou of love has fong this morowe tyde ? 

Seis thou not hir y l littis the befyde ? 

Ffor Venus’ fake, the blisfull goddefle clere, 








Sing on agane, and mak my Lady chere. 


.U1XXX 


XXXVI. 
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XXXVI. 

* 

And eke I pray, for all the paynes grete, 

m _ _ _ 

That, for the love of Proigne, thy lifter dere, 
Thou fufterit quhilom, quhen thy breftis wete 

l 4 ' * # < ' 

Were with the teres of thyne eyen clere, 

All bludy ronne y l pitee was to here, c r ■ : 

The crueltee of that unknyMy dedc, 

Quhare was fro the bereft thy maidenhede. 


XXXVII. 


—-H 




Lift up thyne hert, and ling w* gude entent, 
And in, thy notis fuete the trefon telle, 

That to thy filter trewe and innocent, 

Was kythit by hir hufband falle and fell, 
Ffor quhois gilt, as it is worthy well, 

Chide thir hulbandis are falfe, I fay, 

And bid them mend in the m XX deuil way. 






XXXVIII. 


O lytill wreich, allace ! maift thou not fe 


Quho comyth zond ? Is it now time to wring : 


Quhat fory tho* is fallin upon the ? 

Opyn thy throte ; haftow no left to ling ? 

N 

Allace ! fen thou of refon had felyng, 

Now, fwete bird fay ones to me pepe, 

I dee for wo ; me think thou gynis flepe. 

XXXIX. 
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XXXIX. 

Haftow no mynde of lufe ? quhare is thy make ? 

Or artow feke, or fmyt w l jeloufye ? 

Or is fche dede, or hath fche the forfake ? 

Quhat is the caufe of thy melancolye, 

That thou no more lift maken melodye ? 

Sluggart, for fchame ! lo here thy golden houre 
That worth were hale all thy lyvis labours. 


XL. 


Gif thou fuld fing wele ever in thy lyve, 

Here is, in fay, the time, and eke the fpace : 
Quhat woftow then ? Sum bird may cum and ftryve 
In fong wt the, the maiftry to purchace. 

Suld thou than cefle, it were great fchame allace, 
And here to wyn gree happily for ever; 

Here is the tyme to fyng, or ellis never. 








XLI. 


» % 

I thot eke thus gif I my handis clap, 

Or gif I caft, than will fche flee away ; 

• 1 . jJCa 

And, gif I hald my pes, than will fche nap; 

And gif I crye, fche wate not quhat I fay: 

Thus quhat is beft, wate I not be this day, 

Bot blawe wynd, blawe, and do the leuis fchake, 
That fum tuig may wag, and make hir to wake. 

1 :r : XLII. 
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xlii. 


With that anon ry* fche toke up a fang, / 

Quhare com anon mo birdis and alight; 

Bot than to here the mirth was tham amang. 


Ouer that to fee the fuete ficht 


Of hyr ymage, my fpirit was fo light, 


Methoc 1 flawe for joye w t out areft. 

So were my wittis bound in all to fed. 


XLIII 


And to the nottis of the philomene, 

Quhilkis fche fang the ditee there I maid 


Direct to hir y fc was my hertis quene, 

Withoutin quhom no fongis may be glade, 
And to that fan<5t walking in the fchade, 

My bedis thus with humble hert entere, 
Deuotly I faid on this manere. 


XLIV 


Quhen fall zour merci rew upon zour man, 
Quhois feruice is yet uncouth unto zow, 
Sen quhen ze go, there is not ellis than, 


Bot hert quhere as the body may not throu 


Folow thy hevin, quho fuld be glad bot thou, 
That fuch a gyde to folow has undertake, 
Were it throu hell, the way thou no 1 forfake. 


XLV 
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XLV. 

And, efter this, the birdis cverichone 

Tuke up ane other fang full loud and clere, 
And w* a voce faid, Well is vs begone, 

That with our makis are togider here; 

We proyne and play w*out dout and dangere, 
All cloth it in a foyte full frefch and newe, 

In luffis iervice befy, glad, and trewe. 

* 

% 


XLVI. 


And ze frefch May, ay mercifull to bridis. 

Now welcum be, ze floure of monethis all*, 

. Ffor not onely zour grace upon us bydis, 

Bot all the warld to witnes this we call, 

That ftrowit hath lo plainly over all, 

W t new frefch fuete and tender grene, 

Our lyf, our lull, our governoure, our quene. 


.XLVIT. 

This was their fang, as femyt me full heye, 

W l full mony uncouth fvvete note and fchill, 

And therew* all that faire vpward hir eye 
Wold call amang, as it was Goddis will, 

Quhare I might fe, Handing alone full Hill, 

The faire. faiture y t nature, for maiftrye, 

In hir vifage wro fc had full lufingly, 
j : XLVIII. 


Digitized by' 



Original from 





CANTO II. 


»5 


XL VIII. 

* 

And, quhen fche walkit, had a lytill thrawe 
Under the fuete grene bevvis bent, 

Hir faire frefch face, as quhite as any fnawe, 

Sche turnyt has, and furth her wayis went; 

Bot tho began myn axis and turment,/ L (\ * -f t 
To fene hir part, and folowe I na my*, 

Metho* the day was turnyt into ny*. 

XLIX. 


Than faid I thus, Quharto lyve I langer? 

Wofulleft wicht, and fubjeft unto peyne : 

Of peyne ? no : God wote ze, for thay no ftranger 
May wirken ony wight, I dare wele feyne. 

How may this be, y t deth and lyf both tueyne ? 
Sail bothe atonis, in a creature 
Togidder dwell, and turment thus nature ? 


I may not ellis done, bot wepe and waile 
Within thir cald wallis thus ylokin: 

From hensfurth my reft is my travaile ; A. 

My drye thirft with teris fall I flokin, v: ; 

And on my felf bene all my harmys wrokin: 

Thus bute is none ; bot Venus, of hir grace, 

Will fchape remede, or do my fpirit pace. 
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.in li. ;n 

As Tantalus I travaile, ay buteled 
That ever ylike hailith at the well 
Water to draw, tv 1 buket bottemlefs, 

W * I “ 

And may not fpede, quhois penance is aiie hell *, 
Bo by myfelf this tale I may well telle* ' i i >;l 

For unto hir \ f herith not I pleyne, 

* Thus like to him my travaile is in veyne* 


. UK 

Bo fore thus fighit I w* myfelf allone, 

That turnyt is my ftrength in febilnefle, 

My wele in wo, my frendis all in fone, 

My lyf in deth, my ly t into dirknefs, 

My hope in feere, in dout my fekimefie; 

Sen fche is gone, and God mote hir conuoye* 
That me may gyde fro turment and to joye; 


LIII. 


. ■ » 


A 


The long day thus gan I prye andtpoure* 

Till Phebus endit had his bemes bry*, 

And bad gfc farewele every lef and floure. 

This is to fay, approch gan the ny fc , 

% 

And Efperus his lampis gan to light, 

Quhen in the wyndow, (till as anyeftone* 

I bade at lenth, and, ikneeling, maid my mone. 


ill 


LIV. 
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* * 

Liv. 

So lang till evin for lak of my* and mynd, 

Ffor-wepit and for-pleynit piteoufly, 

Ourfet fo forrow had bothe hert and mynd* 

That to the cold ftone my hede on wrye 
I laid, and lenit, amaifit verily ! 

Half-fleping and half-fuoun, in fuch a wife, 

And quhat I met I will zou now deuife. 
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CANTO III. 


THE POET IS TRANSPORTED TO THE SPHERE OF 


I 


ETHO T y l thus all fode ynly a lyt, ■ 



In at the wyndow come quhare at I lent, 

Of quhich the chambere wyndow fchone full bry t , 
And all my body fo it hath ouerwent, 

That of my ficht the vertew hale I blent, 4. 
And that w* all a voce unto me faid, 


I bring the comfort and hele, be not affrayde. 


II. 


And furth anon it paflit fodeynly, 

Quhere it come in, the ry* way ageyne, 

JPfK.’ m I I. » » 


And fone medio* furth at the dure in hye 

r , . | |i i L4 

I went my weye, was nathing me ageyne, 

V" 

And haftily, by bothe the armes tueyne, 

I was araifit up into the aire, 

Clippit in a cloude of cryltall clere and faire. 

A 
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III. 


Afcending vpward ay fro fpere to fpere, 
Through aire ami watere and the hote fyre, 


___ _ _ • 

Till y c I come vnto the circle clere, 


Off fignifere quhare fair bry t and fchere, 
The fignis fchone, and in the glad empire 
Off blifsful Venus ane cryit now 
So fudaynly, almoft I wift not how. 


IV. 


Off quhich the n place, quhen I com there nye, 


- ■ 

Was all metho* of chriftal ftonis \vro t , 
And to the port I liftit was in hye, 

Quhare fodaynly, as quho fais at a tho*, 
It opnyt, and I was anon inbro* 

W l in a chamber, large rowm and faire, 
And there I fand of people grete repaire. 


This is to feyne, y t prefent in that place, 
Medio*1 Caw of every nacion 
Loueris y* endit thaire lyfis fpace 
In lovis fervice, mony a mylion 



And therefore here thaire namys lat I be. 
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VI. 


The quhois aventure and grete laboure 
Abone their hedis writen there I fanch. 

This is to feyne martris, and confefloure, 

Ech in his ftage, and his make in his hand ; 
And therew t all thir peple fawe I (land, 




ilT 


A 




rtliiwiT 


W* mony a folempt contenance, 
After as lufe thame lykit to auance. 


1 oi gilfid 


odi oJnV 


VII. 


Off gude folkis y l faire in lufe befell, 
There faw I fitt in order by thame one 


Ah J 4 


« 

W t bedis bore, and w c thame ftude gude will 

_ r m . . 

To talk and play, and after that anon 




Befyde thame, and next there faw I gone 
Curagey amang the frefche folkis zong, 

And w* thame playit full merily, and fong. 


ibfioX 
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VIII. 


And in ane other ftage, endlong the wall, 
There faw I ftand in capis wyde and la n | 
A full grete nowmer, but thaire hudis all 
Wift I not why, atou-rc thair eyen hang, 
And ay to thame come Repentance amang, 

!f ^ fit A i M t 1 

And maid thame chere degyfit in his wede, 
And downward efter that Tit I tuke hede. 


>T* 10H. 
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THE KING’S QUAIR. 


Ryt oner thwert the chamber was there drawe 
A treveffe thin and quhite, all of plefance, 

The quhich behynd (landing there, I fawe ; ot ei M 
A warld of folk, and by thaire contenance 
Thair hertis femyt full of difplefance, 

W c billis in thaire handis of one afient, 

Vnto the judge thaire playntis to prefent. 

w 

X.y . 

And there w l all apperit vnto me 

A voce, and faid, Tak hede, man, and behold: 
Zonder there thou feis the hied (tage and gree 

Of agit folk, w r liedis hore and olde ; 

T % * 

Zone were the folk y* never change wold 
In lufe, but trewly fervit him alway, 

In every age, vnto thaire ending day. 



For fro the time y 1 thai could vnderltand 
The exercife of lufis craft, the cure 
Was non on lyve y l toke fo much on hand 
For lufis fake, nor langer did endure 
In lufis fervice; for, man, I the afiure, 

V 

Quhen thay of zouth reflavit had the fill, r . 
Zit in thaire age thame lakkit no gude will. 


YI 
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Here bene alfo of fuich as in counfailis, . r; A 

And all thare dedis were to Venus trewe, r> .V 

> .* pj+ji t ' I 

Here bene the Princis faucht the grete batailis, 

In mynd of quhom ar maid the bukis newe; 

Here bene the poetis y t the fciencis knewe, Hr 3 
Throwout the warld, of lufe in thair fuete layes, 
Such as Ovide and Omere in thair dayes. . .. I ■;:/ 


XIII. 

And efter thame down in the next ftage, - J 
There, as thou feis, the zong folkis pleye : 

Lo! thefe were thay that, in thaire myddill age, 
Servandis were to lufe in mony weye, >b 

And diverfely happenit for to deye, A b iA 

Sum forrowfully for wanting of Ahaire makis, 

■ 

And fum in armes for thaire ladyes fakis. 


# 



And other eke by other diuerfe chance, i < w 

As happin folk all day, as ze may fe ; A 


Sum for difpaire, w fc out recoverance ;r.r t i$d rnuZ 

Sum for defyre, furmounting thaire degree ; 

♦ 

Sum for difpite, and other inmytee ; c ‘ J t 
Sum for vnkyndnefs, w l out a quhy ; ]; n 

Sum for to mock, and fum for jeloufye. 

XV. 
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XV. 


And efter this, vpon zone ftage doun, 

Tho y* thou feis ft and in capis wyde ; 

Zone were quhilum folk of religion, 

That from the warld thaire governance did hide, 

xkr sdi aifusd ot 


And frely fervit lufe on every fyde, ; 

In fecret w* thaire body is and thaire gudis, k 
And lo ! quhy fo, thai hingen doun thair hudie. 




XVI. 


For though y t thai were hardy at a flay, 
And did him fervice quhilum prively, 
Zit to the warldis eye it femyt nay, 


So was thaire fervice half cowardly, 
And for thay firft forfuke him opynly, 
And efter that thereof had repenting, 


L 


For fchame thaire hudis oure thaire eyen they hyng. 


XVIL 




And feis thou now zone multitude on rawe, 

Standing behynd zone travefle of delyte, 

Sum bene of thame y t haldin were full lawe. 

And take by frendis, nothing thay to wyte, 

In zouth from lufe, into the cloiftere quite. 

And for that caufe are cummyn recounfilit, 

On thame to pleyne y t fo thame had begilit. 

< XVIII. 
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. XVIII. 


And othir bene amongis thame alfo, 

That fcummyn are to court on lufc to pleyne, 

For he thair bodyes had beftouit lb, : * - ! i ' fT 
Quhare bothe thaire hertes gruch there ageyne* 
For quhich in all thaire dayes foth to feyne, 

Quhen other lyvit in joye and plefance, 

Thaire lyf was no 1 b6t care and repentance. 


XIX. 


And quhare thaire hertis gevin were and fet, 

Were copilt w* other y t could not accord ; 

Thus were thai wranged yt did no forfet, 

M . 

Departing thame yt never wold difcord, 

Off zong ladies faire, and mony lord, 

That thus by maiftry were fro thaire chofe dryve* 
Full ready wefe thaire playntis there to gyve. 







it"*-*' t * • 

And other alfo I fawe compleynyng there 
Vpon fortune and hir grete variance, 

That quhere in love fo wfell they coplit were 
W t thair fuete makis coplit in plefance* * 

So fodeynly maid thair diffeverance, 

And tuke thame of this warldis companye, 
Wtoutin caufe there was non other quhy: 

XXI; 
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JXXI. 

And in a chiere of eftate befyde, 

W* wingis bright , all plumy t, bot his face* 

There fawe I fitt the blynd god Cup'tde 
W* bow in hand y t bent full redy was, 

And by him hang thrc arowis in a cafe, 

Off quhich the hedis grundyn were full ry*, 

Off diverfe metalis forgit fair and bry 1 . 

XXII. 

And w k the firft y t hedit is of gold, : mj ri ip f tiA 
He fmytis foft, and that has efy cure ; 

'The fecund was of filver, mony fold, 

Wers than the firft, and harder aventure; 

The third of ftelc is fchot w*out recure; 

And on his long zallow lokkis fchene, . if 
A chaplet had he all of levis grene. . 

XXIII. 

V 

And in a *ttrete lytill of compas, 

Depeyntit all w t fighis wonder fad, 

Not fuich fighis as hertis doith manace, 

Bot fuich as dooth lufaris to be glad, \ *?i u! V/ 
Fond I Venus vpon hir bed, y ( had 

A mantill caft ouer hir fchuldris quhite: 

Thus clothit was the goddeffe of delyte. 

XXIV 
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XXIV. 


% 


Stude at the dure Fair calling hir vfchere, 

a • 






That coude his office doon in conyng wife, 

And Secretee hir thrifty chamberere, 

That befy was in tyme to do feruife. 

And othir moyt I cannot on avife; 

And on hir hede of rede rofis full fuete, 

■ k- Mm 


* 

A chapellot fche had, faire, frefch, and mete. 


XXV. 




4 • * 


W c quaking hert aftonate of that fight, 
Unethis wifi: I, quhat y c I fuld feyne, 


r * v, j;j!i a $12 








V 


Bot at the laft febily as I my% 

W c my handis on bothe my kneis tueyne, 
There I begouth my caris to compleyne, 
W c ane humble and lamentable chere 




* 


Thus falute I that goddefs bry c and clere. 


XXVI. 




Hye Quene of Lufe ! fterre of benevolence ! 
Pitoufe princeile, and planet merciable ! 




h 




A 


* •# 






Appefare of malice and violence ! 

By vertew pure of zour afpe&is hable. 


K 


. ^ r _- t 

Vnto zour grace lat now bene acceptable 


My pure requeft, y c can no forthir gone 
To feken help, bot vnto zow allone ! 


* • m % 
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XXVII. 

As ze y t bene the focoure and fuete well 
Off remedye, of carefull hertes cure, 

And in the huge weltering wavis fell 
Off lufis rage, blifsfull havin, and fure, 

O anker and treue, of oure gude aventure, 

Ze have zour man w c his gude will conqueft, 
Merci, therefore, and bring his hert to reft ! 

XXVIII. 

Ze kftaw the caufe of all my peynes fmert 
Bet than myfelf, and all myn auenture 
Ze may conueye, and, as zow lift, conuert 
The hardeft hert yt formyt hath nature. 

Sen in zour handis all hale lyith my cure, 

Have pitee now, O bry* blifsfull goddeffe. 
Off zour pure man, and rew on his diftreffe ! 


XXIX. 


And though I was vnto zour lawis ftrange, 
By ignorance, and not by felonye, 

And y* zour grace now likit hath to change 
My hert, to ferven zou perpetualye, 
Forgiue all this, and fchapith remedye, 

To fauen me of zour benigne grace, 

Or do me fteruen furthw 1 in this place. 

• i • 

* • ^ ^ ^ 
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And w* the ltremes of zour percyng ly f , 

Conuoy my hert, y c is fo wo-begone, 

Ageyne vnto that fuete hevinly light, 

That I, within thir wallis cald as ftone 
So fuetly favv on morow walk, and gone, 

Law in the gardyn ry c tofore mine eye, 

Now, merci, Quene ! and do me not to deye. 


XXXI. 


Thir wordis faid, my fpirit in difpaire 
A quhile I ftynt, abiding efter grace, 
And therew r all hir criftall eyen faire 
She keft afyde, and efter that a fpace, 
Benignely fche turnyt has hir face 
Towardis me full plefantly conueide, 
And vnto me ry c in this uife fche feide: 


ifi»f "lit 








XXXII. 


Zong man, the caufe of all thyne inward forowe 
Is not vnknawin to my deite, 

eke to 


And thy requeft bothe 

Quhen thou firft maid profeflion to me, 

Sen of my grace I have infpirit the 

To knawe my lawe, contynew furth, for oft, 
There as I mynt full fore, I fmyte bot foft. 

D a XXXIII. 
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XXXIII. 

fe 

Paciently thou tak thync auenture, ..n 

This will my fon Cupide, and fo will I, 

He can the ftroke, to me langis the cure 
Quhen I fe tyme, and therefore truely 
Abyde, and ferue, and lat gude hope the gye, 

Bot for I have thy forchcde here pent, 

I will the fchcwe the more of myn entent. 

• . * • 

XXXIV. 

This is to fay, though it to me pertene 
In lufis lawe the feptre to governe, 

That the effe&is of my bemes fchene 
Has thair afpe&is by ordynance eterne, 

W r otheris bynd and mynes to difcerne, 

Quhilum in thingis bothe to cum and gone, 

That langis not to me to w T rith, God allone., 

XXXV. . . 

As in thyne awin cafe now may thou fe, 

For quhy, lo y c otheris influence, 

Thy perfone ftandis not in libertee; 

Quharfore, though I geve the benevolence, 

It ftandis not zit in myn advertence, 

Till certeyne courfe endit be and ronne, 

Quhill of trew feruis thow have hir I-wonne. 

..mi rr V XXXVI. 
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■p^r>... xxxvi. 

And zit, confidering the nakitnefle 

Bothe of thy wit, thy perfone, and thy my r , 
It is no match, of thyne vnworthinefle 
To hir hie birth, eftate, and beautee bry c , 
Als like ze bene, as day is to the ny c , 

Or fek-cloth is unto fyne cremefye, 

Or doken to the frefche dayefye. 

XXXVII. 

Vnlike the mone is to the fonne fchene, 

v • * 

Eke Januarye is like vnto May, 

Vnlike the cukkow to the phylomene; 

o Thaire tavartis are not bothe maid of aray, 
Vnlike the crow is to the papejay, 

Vnlike, in goldfmythis werk, a fifchis eye 
To purcrefs w c peril, or maked be fo beye. 


XXXVIII. 


As I have faid, vnto me belangith 
Specially the cure of thy feknefle, 

Bot now thy matere fo in balance hangith, 
That it requireth, to thy fekernefie, 

The help of other mo than one goddefie, 

And have in thame the menes and the lore. 


In this mater to fchorten w r thy fore. 
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xxxix. I 

And for thou fall fe wele y c I entend, 

Vnto thy help thy welefare to preferue. 

The ftreight weye thy fpirit will I fend 
To the goddefie y* clepit is Myner*ve> 

And fe y z thou hir heftis well conferve, 

For in this cafe fche may be thy fupplye, 

And put thy hert m reft als well as I. 


XL. 

# 

Bot for the way is vncouth vnto the, 

There as hir dwelling is, and hir fojurne, 

I will y r gud hope feruand to the be, 

Zoure alleris frende, to let the to murn, 

Be thy condyt and gyde till thou returne, 

And hir befech, y l fche will in thy nede 
Hir counfelle geve to thy welefare and fpede. 


XLI. 


And y* fche will, as langith hir office, 




Be thy gude lady, help and counfeiloure, 

And to the fchewe hir rype and gude auife, 

r 

Throw quhich thou may be procefie and laboure, 
Atteyne vnto that glad and goldyn floure. 

That thou wald have fo fayn w r all thy hart. 

And forthirmore fen thou hir- fervand art. 
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Quhen thou defcendis doun to ground ageyne, 
Say to the men, y r there bene refident, 



From day to day, and lift thame not repent, 
Bot breken loufe and walken at thaire large, 


Is none y c thereof gevis charge. 


XVIII. 


And for, q d fche, the angir and the fmert 
Of thair vnkyndenefie dooth me conftreyne 
My femynyne and wofull tender hert, 

That than 1 wepe, and to a token pleyne, 
As of my teris cummyth all this reyne. 

That ze fe on the ground fo faft yvete, 

Fro day to day, my turment is fo grete. 


XL1V. 


And quhen I wepe, and ftynten othir quhile 


For pacience y l is in womanhede, 
Than all my wrath and rancoure I exile, 



The hony flouris growen vp and fprede, 


That preyen me in thaire flouris wife, 

Be trewe of lufe, and worfhip my feruice. 


V . / 
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XLV 


And eke, in taken of this pitoufe tale, 

Quhen fo.my teris dropen on the ground, 

In thaire nature the lytill birdis fmale 

Styntith thair fong, and mumyth for that Hound, 
And all the lightis in the hevin round 
OIF my greuance have fuch compacience, 

That from the ground they hiden thaire prefence* 


XL VI 


And zit in tokenyng forthir of this thing, 

Quhen flouris fpringis and frefchefts bene of hewe. 
And y c the birdis on the twiftis ling, 

At thilke tyme ay gynen folk to renewe, 

That fervis vnto loue, as ay is dewe, 

Molt qmonly has ay his obferuancc. 

And of thaire fleuth tofore have repentance. 


XLVII 


Thus mailt thou feyne y l myn efFe&is grete, 
Vnto the quhich ze aught and maift weye, 
No lyte ofFenfe to fleuth is forget, 

And therefore in this wife to thame feye, 


As I the here have bid, and conueye 


The matere all the better tofore faid, 

* 

Thus fall on the my charge bene laid. 


XLVIU 
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f 

Say on than, Quhare is becummyn for fchame 
The fongis new, the frefch carolis and dance, 

The lufty lyf, the mony change of game, 

The frefche aray, the lufty contenance, 

The befy awayte, the hertly obferuance 

^ ^ i 4 

That quhilum was amongis thame fo ryf, 

Bid thame repent in tyme, and mend thaire lyf. 

XLIX. 

Or I fall, with my fader old Saturne, 

And w* alhale oure hevinly alliance, 

Oure glad afpedtis from thame writhe and turne, 

That all the warld fall waile thaire governance, 

Bid thame betyme, y r thai haue repentance, 

# ~4 

And thaire hertis hale renew my lawe, 

And I my hand fro beting fall w c drawe. 

L. 

This is to fay, contynew in my feruife, 

Worfchip my law, and my name magnifye, 

That am zour hevin and zour paradife, 

And I zour confort here fall multiplye, 

And, for zoure meryt here perpetual ye, 

Refiaue I fall zour faulis of my grace, 

To lyve w : me as goddis in this place. 

The 
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CANTO IV. 
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HE IS CONDUCTED TO THE PALACE OF MINERVA. 


I. 


*1T7 T Humble thank, and all the reverence 
* * That feble wit and conyng may attevne, 
I tuke my leve ; and from hir prefence 
Gude Hope and I togider both tueyne 
Departit are, and fchortly for to feyne 
He hath me led redy wayis ry* 

Vnto Minerve*8 Palace , faire and bry c . 


II 



Quhare as I fand, full redy at the zate, 
The maijler portare, callit Pacience y 
That frely lete vs in, vnqueftionate, 


And there we fawe the perfyt excellence, 


The faid renewe, the ftate, the reuerence, 


► * *. r * 




The ftrenth, the beautee, and the ordour digne. 


Off hir court-riall, noble and benigne. 
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III. 


And ftraught vnto the prefence fodeynly 
OtT dame Minerue, the pacient goddeffe, 
Gude Hope my gyde led me redily, 

To quhom anon, w c dredefull humylnefTe 
Off my cummyng, the caufe I gan exprefie. 
And all the procefie hole, vnto the end. 
Off Venus charge, as likit her to fend. 

r* » 1 J 4 • I K ' ' • * \ «| * «/ ' V »-2 


IV. 


Off quliich ry c thus hir anfuere was in bref: 

My fon, I have wele herd, and vnderftond 
Be thy reherfe, the mater of thy gref, 

And thy requeft to procure, and to fond 
Off thy penance fum confort at my hond, 

Be counfele of thy lady Venus clere, 

W W y 

To be with hir thyne help in this matere. 


V. 

Bot in this cafe thou fall well knawe and witt 
Thou may thy hert ground on fuich a wife 
That thy laboure will be bot lytill quit, 

And thou may fet it in otherwife, : -t v 

That wil be to the grete worfchip and prife; 
And gif thou durft vnto that way enclyne, 

I will the geve my lore and difcipline. 
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Lo, my gude Ton, this is als much to ieyne. 
As gif thy lufe be fet alluterly 
Of nyce luft, thy travail is in veyne, 

And fo the end fall turne of thy folye, 

To payne and repentance, lo wate thou quhy r 
Gif the ne lift on lufe thy •vertex ftt> 

Vertu fall be the caufe of thy forfet. 

VII. 

Tak him before in all thy gouernance, 

m 

That in his hand the ftere has of zou all. 
And pray vnto his hye purveyance, 

Thy lufe to gye, and on him traift and call, 
That corner-ftone, and ground is of the wall, 
That failis not, and truft, w r outin drede, 
Vnto thy purpofe Tone - he fall theiede. < 


vm. 


For lo, the werk y f firft is foundit fure,t 
May better bere apace and hyare be, * 

Than otherwife and langere fall endure, •* 

Be mony fald, this may thy refon fee, 

And ftronger to defend aduerfttee; 

Ground thy werk, therefore, upon the (tone. 
And thy defire fall fprthward w* the gone. 
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IX. 

Be trewe, and meke, and ftedfaft in thy tho*, 

And diligent her rtterci to procure, 

Not onely in thy word, for word is no c , 

# 

Bot gif thy werk and all thy befy cure 
Accord thereto, and vtrid be mefure, 

The place, the houre, the maner, and the wife, 
Gif mercy fall admitten thy fervife. 




* 



v 


All thiiig has tyme, thus fais Eccleftajle; 

And wele is him y c his tyme will abit: 
Abyde thy tyme ; for he y c can bot hafte 
Can not of hap, the wife man it writ; 

And oft gud fortune fiourith w c gude wit: 
Quharefore, gif thou will be well fortunyt, 
Lat wifedom ay to thy will be junyt. 


Bot there be mony of fo brukill fort, t oJ - A 

That feynis treuth in lufe for a quhile., 

And fetten all thaire wittis and difport. 

The fely innocent woman to begyle ; 

And fo to wynne thaire luftis w c a wile; 

Suich feynit treuth is all bot trechorye, 

Vnder the vmbre of ypoccifye. 

Xll 













For as the foulere quhiftlith in his throte, 

Diuerfely to fcounterfiete the brid, , 

And feynis mony a fuete and ftrange note, 

That in the birfk for his defate is hid, 

Till fche be faft lok in his net amyd, 

Ry l fo the fatoure, the falfe theif, I fay, 

W r fuete treafon oft wynith thus his pray, 

xiii.: 

Fy on all fuch ! fy on thaire doubilnefle L , * 
Fy on thaire lull, and beftly appetite ! 

Thaire wolfis hertis, in lambis likndfe ; 

Thaire thoughtis blak, hid vnder wordis quhite : 
Fy on thaire labour! fy on thaire delyte ! 

That feynen outward all to hir honour, 

And in thai* bert her worfhip wokl deuour. 


XIV. 


So hard it is to truften now on dayes 

The warld, it is fo double and inconltant, 

* * T - • • 

Off quhich the futh is hid be mony aflayes ; 

More pitee is 5 for quhich the remanant 
That menen well, and are not variant, 

For otheris gilt are fufpeft of vntreuth, 

* 

And hyndrit oft, and treuely that is reuth. 
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XV.? 

t 

Bot, gif the hert be groundit ferm and liable • ' 
In Goddis law, ,thy purpofe to atteyne, 

Thy labour is to me agreable, 

And my full help w c counfele trew and pleyne 
I will the fchewe, and this is the certeyne ; 
Opyn thy hert, therefore, and lat me fee 
Gif thy remede be pertynent to me. 

xvi. : 

% 

Madarpe, q<* J, fen it is zour plefance 
That I declare the kynd of my loving, 

Treuely and gude, w c outin variance, 

I lufe that flour abufe all other thing, * 

And wold, bene he, y c to hir worfchipping 
My c ought availe, be him p y l flarf ori rude , 
And nowthir fpare for trauaile, lyf, nor gude. 

XVII.' 

And, forthirmore, as touching the nature 
Off my lufing, to worfchip or to blame, 

I darre wele fay, and therein me allure, 

For ony gold y c ony wight can name, 

Wald I be he y l fuld of hir gude fame 
Be blamischere in ony point or wyfe, 

For wele nor wo, quhill my lyf may fuflife. 
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XVIII. 


This is the effedt trewly of myn entent, 
Touching the fuete y c fmertis me fo fore, 
Giff this be faynt, I can it not repent, 
Allthough my lyf fuld.forfaut be therefore: 
Blisfull'princefie ! I can feye zou no more, 
Bot fo defire, my wittis dooth compace 





* v 

More joy in erth, ‘kepe I no 1 bot zour grace. 


> 


XIX. 


Defire, q d fche, I nyl it not deny, 

So thou it ground and fet in criftin wife; 
And therefore, fon, opyn thy hert playn-Iy. 

Madame, q d I, trew w c outin fantife, 

That day fall I neuer vp rife, 

For my delyte to couate the plefance 
That may hir worfchip putten in balance* 





* 



# * 


For our all thing, lo thi6 were my gladnefle, 

To fene the frefche beautee of hir face ; 

And gif it my c deferue*be procefle, 

For my gretfc lufe and treuth to ftond in grace, 
Hir worfchip fauf,* lo here the bl is full caee 
That i wold afk, and thereto-attend* 

For my nvoft joye vnto my Iyfis>emk 


ificti 


» • 


E a 


)Q 


4 : J » « - ' • 




XXI. 


• V 
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xxi. : 

Now wele, q d fche, and fen y r it is ftv > i aidT 
That in vertew thy lufe is fet w‘ trcufh, 

To helpen the I will be one of tho 

From hensforth, and hertly without fleuth. 

Off thy diftreffe and exceffe to have reuth, 

That has thy hert, I will pray full faire, 

That fortune be no more thereto contraire. 


XXII. 


For futh it is y t all ze creatures, 


Quhich vnder vs beneth have zour dwell yng, 
Reffauen diuerfely zour auenturis, 

Off quhich the cure and principal melling 
Appcrit is wtoutin repellyng, 

Onely to hir y* has the cuttis two 









* 


In hand, both of zour wele and of your wo. 


t i \ 






XXIII, 


And how fo be, y» fum clerkis trete. 
That zour chance caufit is tofore, 


if 




♦ i; l -jiiji ; 

Heigh in the hevin, by quhois effeais grete, 

Ze movit are to wrething lefs or more, 

Quhare in the warld, thus calling y' therefore. 
Fortune, and fo.y 1 the diveriitec 
Off thaire werking fuld caufe neceflitee. 

. t xmv 
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CANTO IV. 


ss 


XXIV. 


r, ) 


Bot other clerkis halden that the man, 
Has in himfelf the chofe and libertee 




IN 


To caufe his awin fortune, how, or quhan, 
That him belt left, and no neceflitee \ 






Was in the hevin at his nativitee; 




rt 


Bot zit the thingis happin in qmune. 


> i f » * 

k J . 


Efter purpofe, fo cleping thame fortune. 


XXV. 


And quhare a perfone has tofore knawing 
Off it y* is tp fall purpofely, 

Lo fortune is bot wayke in fuch a thing, 




y 


m M 




ft 


Thou may wele wit, and here enfample quhy, 
To God it is the firft caufe onely 


Off euery thing, there* may no fortune fall. 




And quhy ? for he foreknawin is of all. 






it 




XXVI 


And therefore thus I fay to this fentence, 


Fortune is moft and ftrangeft euermore, 


Quhare, lefte foreknawing or intelligence 
Is in the man, and /one of wit or lore, 


Sen thou art wayke and feble, lo, therefore, 


The more thou art in dangere, and qmune 
W l hir, y t clerkis clepen fo fortune % 


XXVII 






* fv-l 
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xxvii.: 

Bot for the lake, and at the reuerence 


Off Venus clere, as I the faid tofore, 

W * 

I have of thy diftrefle compacience, 

And in confort and relefche of thy fore, 
The fchewit here myn avife therefore, 

Pray fortune help; for fuich vnlikely thing 
Full oft about fche fodeynly dooth bring. 


XXVIII 


Now go thy way, and haue gude mynd upon 
Quhat I have faid, in way of thy do<?tryne : 

m 

I fall, Madame, q d I, and ry* anon 

% 

I tyke my leve, als ftraught as ony tyne 
Within a beme, y l fro the contree dyvine, 


II 




To ground ageyne my fpirk is ddbcndit 


. 


iffwii yr 
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HIS JOURNEY IN QUEST OF FORTUNE. 




I. 


Q UHARE in a lufty plane tuke I my way, 

Endlang a ryuer, plefand to behold, 

•iIbvl*dT 


tr : 


/IS 


Enbroudin all w* frefche flouris gay, 

Quhare throu the grauel, bry* as ony gold. 

The criftal water ran fo clere and cold, ’ * - T T 
That in myn ere, maid contynualy, > 

t 

4 Jk * 4 • a • B ^ ^ 

A maner foun mellit with armony. 


** • f # 

A * » r 


II. 


ft 


That full of lytill fifchis by the brym, 

Now here now there, w* bakkis blewe as lede, 
Lap and playit, and in a rout can fwym 
So prattily, and dreffit thame to fprede 
Thaire curall fynis, as the ruby rede, 

That, in the fonne on thaire fcalis bry*, 


U . W - 






As q geflerant ay glitterit in my fight. 




IT 


* 




III. 
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IU. 


‘OH I -X 


And by this ilke ryuer fyde alawe 
Ane hyeway fand I like to bene, 

On quhich, on euery fyde, a long rawe 
OfF trees law I full of levis grene, 

That full of fruyte delitable were to fene; 
And alfo, as it come vnto my mynd, 

Of beftia fawe .1 njony diuerfe kyad. 



IV. 

% 

The lyoa king and hia fere hyonefie, 

The pantere like vato the r fraaragdyne, 
The lytill fquerell fall of befvneffe, 

The flawe afie, the druggare befte of pyne. 
The nyce ape, the ./werciy porpapyne. 

The percyng lynx, the t lufare vnicoarn, 
That voidis venym with, his euomre borne. 


V. 



auexe id we i arene mm, new out ©t hant, 

The fere tigere full of felony, 

The dromydare, the ftander oliphant, 

The wyly fox, |the wedouis inemye, 

The clymbare gayte, the elk for alblaftrye, 

The herknere bore, the holfum grey for hortis, 

>i »ftAK£ 


gooth to the hortia 


. 

A 4 i 


VI. 
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The bugill draware by his homis gretc, 

_ % 

The martrik fable, the foynzee,. and mony mo. 

The chalk quhite ermyn, tippit as the jete, T 

The riall hert, the conyng, and the ro, 

The wolf, y fc of the murthir not fay ho, 

% 

The lefty beuer, and the ravin bare, 

For chamelot, the camel, full of hare. 


VII. 

% 

With many ane othir befte diverfe and ftrange, 

* 

That cummyth not as now vnto my mynd ; 

• * 

Bot now to purpofe ftraught furth the range, 

I held away oure hailing in my mynd, 

4 

From quhens I come, and quhare y c I fuld Fynd 
Fortune , the goddefie unto quhom in hye 
Gude hope y my gjde ,. has led me fodeynly. 


VIII. 

# 

* 4 

And at the laft behalding thus afyde, 

A round place wallit have I found, 

In myddis quhare eftfone l have fpidet . 

• ^ 

Fortune , the goddejje , hufing on the ground, 

• _ 

And ry* befpr hir fete, of compas round, o:: 1 

• • 

# 

A quhele , on quhich clevering I fye, W* ’ p'fK > 

9 ^| * 4 • w 

A multitude of folk before myn eye. 

a 5 • . ix. 
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.ix. 

And ane furcote fche werit long that tydc, 
.That femyt to me of diverfe hewis, 
Quhilum thus, quhen fche wald turn afyde, 
Stude this goddefs of fortune v 
A chapellet w* mony frefch anewis 

Sche had upon hir hede, and w* this hong 
A mantill on hir fchuldries large and long. 


AX. 

That furrit was w l ermyn full quhite, ' ' / ; ’ 

* Degoutit w* the felf in ipottis blake, 

And quhilum in hir chere thus alyte : ** 

Louring fche was, and thus fone it wold flake. 
And fodeynly a maner fmylyng make 
And fche were glad, at one contenance 
Sche held not, bot ay in variance. 


* # 




And vnderneth the quhele fawe I there 
And vgly pit, depe as ony helle, 

That to behald thereon I quoke for fere ; 

Bot a thing herd I, y l quho therein fell. 
Com no more vp agane tidingis to telle ;• 
Off quhich, aftonait of that ferefull fy f , 


I ne wift quhat to done, fo was I fricht. 




XII. 
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Bot for to fe the fudayn weltering 

Of that ilk quhcle y c floppare was to hokl r 
It femyt vnto my wit a ftrong thing, 

So mony I fawe y t than clumben wold. 
And failit foting, and to ground were rold* 
And othir eke y c fat above on hye, 

Were overthrawe in twinklyng of ane eye. 


XIII. 


And on the quhele was lytill void fpace, 

' * % 

Wele nere oure draught fro lawe to hye, 

And they were ware y c long f3t in place, 

So tolter quhilum did fche it to wreye, 

There was bot clymbe and ry c downward hye, 

And fum were eke y c fallyng had fore, 

There for to clymbe, thair corage was no more. 



% 


XIV. 


I fawe alfo, y t quhere fum were lhmgin, jin 
Be quhirlyng of the quhcle vnto the ground, 

Full fudaynly fche hath vp ythrungin, r* 

» And fe{'thq)ne on agane full fauf and found* 

And ever I fawe a new fwarm abound. 

That to clymbe vpward upon the quhele, g && v 
inftede ofnthame y c my r no langer reje. 
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XV. 


And at the laft, in prefence of thame all 
That {hide about, fche clepit me be name. 




And therew' upon kneis gan I fall 

Full fodaynly hailfing, abaift for fchame ; 




And, fmylyng thus, fche faid to me in game, 
Quhat dois thou here ? quho has the hider ftm 
Say on anon, and tell me thyne entent. ’tT 


XVI. 




I fe wele, by thy chere and contenance. 
There is fum thing y' lyis the on hert, 


"f /*% 


' 




It ftant not w' the as thou wald perchance 
Madame, q d I, for lufe is all the fmert 
That euer I fele endlang and ouerthwert; 






Help of 7.our grace me wofull wrechet wight* 
Sen me to cure ze powere have and my'. 


XVII. 


L 


Quhat help, q d fche, wold thou y' I ordeyne. 
To bring the vnto thy hertis defire ? 







Madame, q d I, hot y' zour grace dedyne, 

Of zour grete my', my wittis to infpire, 

To win the <tue//» y' flokin may the fyre 
In quhich I birn: Ah, goddefs fortunate! 

Help now my game y' is in poynt to mate. 

v XVIIb 


Digitized by 


Go gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY. 


i 


r 




ii 




i 





XVIIL 


Off mate q d fche, a verray fely wretch 
I fe wele, by thy dedely coloure pale, 

Thou art to feble of thyfelf to ftreche 

m 

Vpon my quhele, to clymbe or to hale, A 


W l outin help, for thou .has fund in ftale. 


iraiftlp 



This mony day w^utin werdis wele, . lt -' 

And wantis now thy veray hertis hele. mi > olV 


XIX. 

% 

Wele maiftow be a wretchit-man callit, 

\ , I 

That wantis the confort y c fuld thy hert glade, 
And has all thing within thy hert ftallit, 

* ^ *■ v * , v * 

That may thy zouth oppreffen or defade ; 

Though thy begynng hath bene retrograde, 

Be froward oppofyt quhare till afpert, 

Now fall thai turn, and luke on the dert. 

* 



And therew c all vnto the quhele in hye 

Sche hath me led, and bad me lere to clymbe, 
Vpon the quhich I ftepyit fudaynly ; 

Now hald thy grippis, q d fche, for thy tyme. 

An houre and more it rynjs ouer .v prime 
To count the hole the half is nere away; 

Spend wele, therefore, the remanant of the day. 

Fa XXL. 
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XXI. 


£n(amplc (q<* fche) tak of this tofore, 

That fro my quhele be rollit as a ball. 

For the nature of it is euermore 
After an hicht to vale, and geve a fall, 

• • ■ _ Tori 

Thus quhen me likrth vp or dowfi to fall. . o : H 
Farewele, qd fche, and by the ere me toke 'jsirfT 
So ereeftly, y c thcrcw' all I woke. 


• A 1 J\m 
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CANTO VI. 


I 


BESY gofte, ayflikering to and fro, 

" ■J That never art in quiet nor in reft, 

Till thou cum to that place y c thou cam fro, 

r ^ •. • ^4 * • *^ ' r + • i • i 1 •* »• * 

Quhich is thy firft and verray proper neft ; v s 

From day to day fo fore here artow dreft, 

That w c thy flefche ay walking art in trouble, 

* 

And fleping eke of pyne, fo has thou double 


II. 


Couert myfelf all this mcne I to loke, ^ 

Thought y c my fpirit vexit was tofore, 



By XX fold it was in trouble more, 

Be thinking me w* fighing hert and fore, 
That nane other thingis bot dremes had. 
Nor fekernes my fpirit w r to glad. 
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III. 


And therew 1 fone I dreflit me to ryfe, 

Fulfild of tho c , pyne, and aduerfitee, 

And to myfelf I faid in this wife, 

Quhat lyf is this ? quhare hath my fpirit be ? 
A ! merci, Lord ! quhat will ze do w l me ? 

Is this of my foretho* imprefiion ? 

Or is it from the hevin a vilion ? 


IV. 


And gif-ze goddis of zoure purviance 
Have fchewit this for my reconforting, 


In relefche of my furioufe penance, 

I zow befeke full truely of this thing, 


That of zour grace I my c have more takenyng 
Gif it fal be, as in my flepe before 

♦ f 

Ze fchewit have : and forth w c outin more, 


V. 


In hye vntp the wyndow gan I walk, 
Moving within my fpirit of this fight, 


Quhare fodeynly a turture , quhite as calk , 


So evinly vpon my hand gan ly c , 
And vnto me fche turnyt hir, full ry c , 


Quham the chere in hir birdis afiort 



D 
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This fair bird ry z in hir bill gan hold 

• • , g> • ^ ‘ * t 

Of tv*/ jerofflerisy with thair flalkis grene, 

A fair branche, quhare (written was (with gold , 

On eury lefe, wicht branchis bry c and fchene, 

In compas fair full plefandly to fene, 

i .. J 1 T ' */ 

A //aw fentence , quhich, as I can deuife 
And have in mynd, faid ry c on this wife. 


VII. 

A<wak / awake / I bring lufar, I bring 
The newis glad, that bli-sfull ben and fure 
Of thy confort; now lauch, and play, and fing, 

t ^ J I 

That art befid fo glad an auenture: 

Fore in the hevyn decretit is ye cure : 

And vnto me the flouris fair did prefent; 

' _ _ 0 | 'Vr -•* 4| fc 

With wyngis fpred hir wayis furth fche went. 


VIII. 




Quhilk vp anon I tuke, and as I gefle, 
Ane hundreth tymes, or I forthir went, 
I have it red, with hertfull glaidnefle, 


< 


And at my beddis hed, with gude entent, 

I have it fair pynit vp, and this 

Firft takyn was of all my help and bfcifc. 


^ /1 




i 


And half with hope and half w r dred it bent, 


V .4 ‘ 


AM 




IX. 
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IX. 


The quhich treuly efter day be day, • 
That all my wittis maiftrit had tofore, 
Quhich he offerth, the paynis did away, 
And fchortly fo wele fortune has hir b 
To q m kin treuly day by day, my lore 
To my larges, that I am cum agayn 


To blifie with hir that is my fovirane. 


EPILOGUE. 


X. 


Bot for als moclie as fum micht think or feyne, 

SLL 

Quhat nedis me, apoun fo lytill evyn, 

To writt all this ? I anfuere thus ageyne ; 


Quho that from hell war y coppin onys in hevin 


Wald efter thank for joy, mak VI. or VII.; 



. 4 iij 1 It A r r* Y « * . ^ i V* Cti .1 

Has maift in mynde, I can fay zou no more. 


XI. 


Eke quho may in this lyfe have more plefance, 


Than cum to largefle from thraldom and peyne 
And by the mene of lnffis ordinance. 


That has fo mony in his golden chevne, 


Quhich this to wyn his hertis fouereyne, 
Quho fuld me wite to write tharof, lat fe ; 
Now fufficiance is my felicitee. 
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Befeeching vnto fair Venus abufe, io r i cl 


For all my brcthir y c bene in this place, \ 

This is to feyne yat feraandis ar to lufe, 

And of his lady can no thank piirchafe,o 1 u 
His pane relefch, and fone to Hand in grace. 

Both to his worfchip and to his iirft etc, 


So that it bir and refoan not drfpkafc. : i VI ' r 


XIII. 


And eke for thamc yat ar not cntrit bme 
The dance of lyfe, bot thither*wart on tvay, 

In gude tyme and fcly to begynne. ; ji. r'. 

For thame y c paffit bene the fnoOy affray, 

Thair prentiflehcd, and foithirmore 1 pray , n y j n [ 
In lufe, and cumyftg af to MI plefttnCe, 

To graunt thame all, lo gnde perfeuefance. 



That lyven here in fleuth and ignorance, T 6 



Thair lyf to mend and tbair faulis auancc* 

With thair fuete lore, and bring thame to gude chance. 
And quho that will not for this prayer turn, 

Qubcn thai wald fayneft fpeid, y c yai may fpwrn. 


.HIV 


XV. 
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To rekyn of every thing# the circumitance, , :Si 
As happint me quhen lefleren gan my fore. 

Of my rancoure and wofull chance, v d 2 • 

It war to long, I lat it be tharefore, r *<> >n A 
And thus thisfloure> I can feye no more, > on } ill 
So hertly has vnto my help a&endit* i 

z That from the deth hir man fche has defendit.; 

• . * 


XVI*. 


And eke the goddis merciful! virking* j . , . . 

For my long pane, and trew fervice in lufe, • i 'I 
That has me gevin halely myne afking, 

Quhich has my hert for ever fet abufe ! * to'*/ 

In perfyte joye, that never may remufe, 

Bot onely'deth, of quhom in land and prife. 

With thankfull hert I fay richt m.this wife*.^ /£ 

I 

XVII. 


Bliflit mot be the goddis all, 

So fair that glateren in the firmament! fi*/ 't 
And bliflit be thaire my c celeftiall, : ; r 
That have conuoyit hale with one aflent, 

My lufe, and to glade a confequent! . iA ih rfJdJiW 
And thankit be fortunys exiltre, l r Irq ha A 
And quhele, that thus fo.wele has quhirlit me. j 




4 r 
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XVIII. 

^ ^ % m 4k 
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XVIII. 


Thankit mot be, "and fair and lufe befall 

* ^ *. * 

The nychtingale, yat with fo gud entent 
Sang thare of lufe, the notis fuete and fmall, 
Quhair my fair hertis lady : was prefent, 

Hir with to glad, or that fche forthir went; 

And thou gerafloure, mot I-thankit be 

All other flouris for y € lufe of ye. ;dti':/oIT 


XIX. 


And thankit be y e fair caftell wall, 

Quhare as J quhilom lukit furth and lent, 
Thankit mot be the fandtis merciall, • :> • 

That me firft caulit hath this accident: 

i 

Thankit mot be the grene bewis bent, 

Throu quhom and vnder firft fortunyt me, 

My hertis hele and my confort to be. 



For to the prefence fuete and delitkble, 
Rycht of this Jloure yat full is of plefance, 

L, % 

By procefle and by menys[favourable, 

m 

Firft of ye blisful goddis purveyance, 

And fyne throu long and trewe contynancc 
Of veray faith in lufe and trew fervice, 

I cum am, and forthir in this wife* r 
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Vnworthy lo bot onely of hir grace, -it if iffr.rfT 


In lufis rok, that efy is and fure, 

In guerdoun of all my lufis fpace 1 .:> irH t 
Sche hath me tak, hir humble creature, 

And thus befell my blifsfull auenture. 

In zouth of lufe, that now from day to day 
Flourith ay newe, and zit forther I fay. 


XXII. 


Go litill tretile, nakit of eloquence, > [ HLIa lftbn/L 
Caufing fimplefs and pouertee to wit* 

And pray the reder to have pacience 

Of thy defaute, and to fupporten it, ; IT 
Of his gudnefie thy brukilnefie to knytt, 

And his tong for to ruele and to ftere. 

That thy defautis helit may bene here. 


XXIII* 



XXlV. 
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CANTO VI. 

XXIV. 

And thus endith the fatall influence, 

Cauflt from hevyn quhare powar is cornytt, 

Of govirnance, by the magnificence 
Of him that hieft in the hevin fitt. 

■aa To quham we think that all oure hath writt, 
Quho coutht it red agone fyne mony a zere, 
Hich in the hevynis figure circulere. 

XXV. 

Vnto impnis of my maifteris dere, 

Go<were and Chaucere , that on the fteppis fatt 
Of rethorike, quhill thai were lyvand here, 
Superlatiue as poetis laureate, 

s 

In moralitee and eloquence ornate, 

I recommend my buk in lynis feven, 

And eke thair faulis vnto the blifle of hevin. 

amen! 

EXPLICIT, zic. zic. 

Quod “Jacobus Primus Scotorum Rex lllujlrijji nius-» 
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T E S 


ON THE 

f • » “ . | 

K I N G’s QJJ A I R. 

Jl d P 

-- ■ » ■ 1 

r f J% ^ t- 

CANTO I. 

Stanaa I. * Cytherea.) This is probably an error of the 
tranl'criber of the Seldenian M, S. indead of Cynthia , a- 
greeabie to line 6th, Heved hir hornis bright. 

S. 3. b Peeee ) Boethius or Boetius (Flavius Anicius 
Manlius Torquatos Severinus), a profe as well as po¬ 
etical writer of the fixth century, born of one of the no- 
bleft families in Rome, His father dvin£ when he was an 
infant, he was fent to Athens, where he not only attained 
to a perfect knowledge of the Greek tongue, but alfo of 
philofophy, and all other kinds of fcience. Returning to 
Rome, he loon became univerfally edeemed, and was ad- 
▼anced to the chief dignities of his country. In 1523, ha¬ 
ving remonftrated with great Ipirit againd the conduct of 
Theodoric, who began every day to exert new indances of 
tyranny, he fell under his refentment; and foon after was 

G 7, accufed 

* *Thefe notes arc principally extraflcd (by per miff on) from 
The Poetical Remains of King James I. publijhed by IVilliam 
*Tytler Efq. of Woodhaufelee , to •which valuable work we beg 
leave to recommend thofe -who wi/h more critically to examine this 
Poem. 
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NOTES ON THE 


accufed of having carried on a confpiracy with the emperor 
JuAin againA the Goths. Thcodoric brought the caufe be¬ 
fore the fenate, where the accufers producing fuborned e- 
vidence, who exhibited forged letters to Judin in the name 
of Boethius, though abfent, unheard, undefended, he was 
condemned to death : but the king, fearing the confequence 
of fuch injuAiee and inhumanity, changed his'Tcntence from 
death to banifhment. He was baniAied to Milan, or (as o- 
thers fay) confined to Ticinum, now Pavia; and all his 
friends forbidden to accompany him on his way, or to fol¬ 
low him thither. During his exile, he writ his books’of 
“ The Confolation of Pbilofophy,” and that upon “ The 
Trinity.” The year following, or fomewhat later, accord¬ 
ing to fome writers, he was beheaded in prifon by the com¬ 
mand of Theodoric. The tomb of Boethius is to be feen 

y 

in the church of St AuguAine at Pavia, near to the Aeps 
of the. chancel, with the following epitaph ? I j. _i 

I .••/ -.j ;t,lA < | rr^l 

Maeonia & Latia lingua clarilfimus, Sc qui 

, Q'\ S ( r> : i" - i ; , ' Lv i • I • • t 

Confuleram, hie perii, miflus in cxilium. 

Et quid mors rapuit ? Probitas me vexit ad auras ; 

Et nunc fama viget maxima, vivit opus. 


Boethius wrote many philofophical works, the greater 
part in the logical way : but his Ethic piece, “ De confo- 
latione Philofophiae,” is his chief performance, and has al¬ 
ways been juAly admired both for the matter and for the 
Aylc. It is a fuppofed conference between the author and 
philofophy, who as a perfon endeavours to comfort him; 
and is partly profe and partly verfe. It was EngliAied by 
our Chaucer; and Cambden tells us, that queen Elizabeth, 
after having read it to mitigate grief, tranHated it alio in¬ 


to 
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king’s quair. 

to very elegant Englifli. A writer of didin&ion obferved, 
that “ with Boethius the Latin tongue, and the lad: re¬ 
mains of Roman dignity, may be faid to have funk in the 
wedern world.” The bed edition of his works is that of 
Leyden, 1671, in 8vo. 

S. 4. c p oetly .) In dead of Poetical Report. 

S. 13. d And maid a +•) Made the fign of the Holy Crofs, 
or invoked the Divine Benediction on his Work. 

S. 19.'e Thefiphone.) Another error in the tranfcriber. 
< Thefiphone i one of the furies, for Terpficbore, one of the 
nine mufes. 


CANTO II. 

S. 1. f Synthius.) When the Sun enters Aries, about the 
middle of March. 

S. 3. g Not far paffit , &c.) A vague manner of expref- 
fing his age. Three years pad the age of innocence, or 
nine, makes him at this time about twelve, agreeable to 
the generality of Hidorians, though none of them exprefs- 

m 

iy mention the year of his birth. 

S. 17. h And that one lift , &c.) An obfcure paflage ; per¬ 
haps one lift for me lift , or inclines me to counterfeit there 
or mirth. , , _ 

}a yj 

S. 27. i Balas lemyng as the fire.) Precious dones, fpark- 
ling as fire. 

S. 28. k Amorettis .) Made in the form of a love knot or 

garland. 

S. 37. 1 XX deuil way.) Obfcure; perhaps the fenfe is 
to bid fuch cruel hufbands repent, by mourning twenty- 
fold for their crimes; from the French deuil , forrow. 

S. 44. m Rew upon.) have pity upon.—The remainder of 

G 3 this 
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this flanza is obfcurc—probably, the fenfe is as follows: 
“ When my miftrefs is gone, there remains only my body, 
bot or without my heart.” Then addrefling his heart, “ fol¬ 
low then thy heaven, and be glad to follow luch a guide, 
and forfake not the way fhe leads you.” A licence of tranL- 
pofition and fometimes omiflion, is not uncommon, not on¬ 
ly in this poem, but in Chaucer, Gavin Douglas, &c. 


CANTO III. 

S. 4. n Place.) , f '* * (itaBj 

S. 37. o Thairtavartis.) A fhort coat made without fleeves, 

worn only in time of war, and hence called ‘ tavart cf array* 



CANTO 

a 1 . * • 

16. p Be him / ftarf on rude.) 



1 *. 1 ■ • 

That died on the crofs, 

I I 


CANTO V. 


S. a. q As gefferant.) Like fome precious ftone fparkled 

J ^ #| Ay I 1 w m 4 .| s t 

in my eye. 

S. 4. r Smaragdyne.) Suppofed to he an emerald. 

lb. s Wifely porpapyne.) Or warlike porcupine, armed 

with Quills. 

Ib*. t Lufare unicorn .) If fuch an animal exifts, the qua¬ 
lity of ejecting poifon from it’s ivory horn, (on which ac¬ 
count it gets the epithet of lufare) is now unknown. 


S. 9. u Stude this goddefs of fortune ~fe.) Perhaps this may 

' • t l \q rri 

mean ajkew. 

S. 10. * Degoutit.) The M. S. has degoutit from the 


French word, i. e. fpotted. 

S. 20. x Ane hour ouer prime.) In ancient times, the hours 

were divided into two parts, according to the times of de- 

votion. 
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• ^ 

votion. From fix to nine in the morning was called the 

hour of prime, os fpatium orationum primarum. 

\ 

CANTO VI. 

9 # 

f 

S. io. y JPar coppin in heaven.) Were raifed from hell to 

* * ' * * 

the top of blifs in heaven. 

S. 15. z That from the deth hir man fche has defendit.) For 
a fpecimen of Mr Tytler’s ingenious notes on this beauti¬ 
ful poem, we take the liberty of inferting the following 
completely: 

1 AD 

“ To one that looks for prefages, this line will perhaps 
call his attention to a circumftance mentioned by the hifto- 
rians, of this virtuous and mod afleOionate princefs’s re¬ 
ceiving two wounds, in attempting to defend the king from 
his inhuman murtherers! 

“ Having ftruck down the King, whom the Queen, by 
interpofing her body, fought to fiave, being with difficulty 
pulled from him, (he received two wounds, and he with 
twenty-eight was left dead !” — Hawthornden. 

It was faid by ./Eneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Eugene 
IV. who was in Scotland as Legate, at the time, that he 
was at a lofs which mod to applaud, the univerfal grief 
which overfpread the nation, on the death of the King, or 
the refentment to which it was roufed, and the juft ven¬ 
geance with which his inhuman murtherers were purfued; 
who being ail of them traced, and dragged from their lurk¬ 
ing retreats, were, by the moft lingering tortures that hu¬ 
man invention could fuggeft, put to death. The Earl of 
Athole, whofe ambition had incited him to confpire the 
King’s death, after fu fiering three days torture, crowned 

with 
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with a red hot coronet of iron, with the infeription “ Kino 
or Traitors !” was beheaded, and his quarters fent to the 

chief cities of the kingdom. 

S. 24. a To quham , &c.) The fenfe of this Stanza feems 

to be, that all he had writ was couthit or known ages before 

• 9 ' III / * r x * ft 3 ) 

in heaven. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THIS fine Old Poem is well known* having 
undergone feveral Editions both in England and 
Scotland. It may be efteemed the firft Poem of 
the Ludicrous or Burlefque kind, in the Ifland, 
notwithftanding that this fpecies of Poetical 
writing has been commonly attributed to the 
Invention of the Moderns. 

1 

It abounds with Wit, Humour, and delicate 

% 

Irony, and is highly defcriptive of the manners 
of the Country in the beginning of the 15th 
century. 

Some late Writers have afcribed this Poem 
to King James V. Mr Tytler in his Critical 
Diflertation on the Life and Writings of King 
James I. has proved it to be the compofition 
. of this laft Prince. 




The 








INTRODUCTION. 



The King’s ddign in this Poem, appears to 
have been, by the force of Ridicule, to induce 
his fubjefts to the practice of Archery, which 
had fallen into difufe by their negleft of the 
Bow, during his 19 years captivity in England. 

As this was one objeft of much importance to 

^ • 

the State, James on his return to Scotland, en¬ 
forced this matter by a folemn Aft in his Firft 
Parliament. 

kb’.uili! oil} u: t ! rr»; snpt’jnuti 10 

The Poem is here given from the Edinburgh 
Edition 1783, in which the Editor has ftriftly 
followed Banantyn’s Manufcript 1568, which is 
preferved in the Advocates Library at Edin¬ 
burgh.-—As for the Explanatory Notes on this 
Poem we mull refer to the above Edition 1783* 
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uiw.TL&E fefYnx, «'uryhuni lirtj II.; J> * 

Hr v 1 ▼* 

R? t . ' - .* .yA\u) 8K tq nryi s) shkii z c jIJ 
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USB* Vi i \ * ’A ;»ilIH adl sjJtF e;>w siyi *r l H 

W ES nevir in Scotland hard nor fene , 

( , ■, ; ^ • < - W C1 


Sic danfing nor deray, 


AV/ 


Fiji, ; ' 1 >8 l 

Nouthir at Falkland on the Grene, 

Nor lV«//w at the Play ; , j 

As wes of wowaris, as I wene, 

St At Chrtftis Kirk on ane day. 

Thair came our kitties, wefhen clenc.. 

In thair new kirtillis of gray, 

Full gay, 

At Chriftis Kirk of the Grene that day. 
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eiiil 


<bkw 3H 


VJl V 


f » ' ? r i f _ rr 
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To dans thir damyfellis thame dicht, 

' • ; ,: : I 

Thir lafles licht of Iaitis, 

.. > : i f CV J C /o'' 

Thair gluvis war of the raffel rycht, . ^ , , 

f ic . * ; . v i j. 

Thair fhune wer of the ftraitis, 

R . ; • TT *: ; t 1 * 7 / ?ifxty! ?;H 

Thair kirtillis wer of Lynkome licht, 

ii3i* or i 

Weil preft with mony plaitis, 

II 
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Thay wer fa nyfs quhen men thame nicht, 
Thay fquelit lyke ony gaitis, 

Sa loud, 

At Chriftis Kirk, &c. 


III. 


Of all thir madyms, myld as meid, 
Wes nane fa jympt as Gillie , 

As ony rofe hir rude wes reid, 

Hir lyre wes lyke the lillie: 

4 4 .... 

Fow zellow zellow wes hir heid, 

• . f 

Bot fcho of lufe w£s fillie ; 

Tho c all hir kin had fworn hir deid, 
Scho wald haif bot fiveit Willie 

» f ♦ '‘i* f • 3 p 

Alane, 




- rr 




i 

r t 


u\* 




« 




At Chriftis Kirk, IzSc . * 




V' 


# t 


IV. 






Scho fkornit Jok, and Ikrapit at him, 
And murgeonit him with mokkis, 

He wald haif lufit, fcho wald not lat him 

t 


For all his zellow lokkis, 
lie chereift hir, fcho bad gae chat him, 
Scho compt him not twa clokkis, 

* . > i 

Sa fchamefully his fchort goun fet him. 


His lymis wer lyk two rokkis, •' '' ' 

' ' Scho faid, 

• * * 

At Chriftis Kirk, cfJ*r. 
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V. 

a 


R 


Iji&j a 


oup 

lj t?d bnA 


■w « •• ■■ w——-~ 

Tam Lutar wes thair menftral meit, 

O Lord, as he could lanfs ! ‘ ijSL 

He playit fa fchill, and fang fa fweit, 

Quhile Toufy tuke a tranfs, 

Auld Lightfute thair he did forleit. 

And counterfuttet Franfs; 


T! j fJ4 


M 4 * 








itriD 3A 


He ufed himfelf as man difcreit, 
And up tuke Moreifs danfs 


f,fs >» 




Full loud, 

At Chriftis Kirk, &«"*> r U ‘ ; 

71* the iy!£ji> iijjt ct L rpall krv 

VI. •’ : : J " 

L . a v. .1 yft *•' \ fbktWtf N , vAvV\Vfc4*iift tsbot udX f 

Then Steven cam fteppand in with ftendis, 

Na rynk mycht him arreift ; 

Platefute he bobit up with bendis 

For Maid, he made requieft, n o l 

He lap quhill he lay on his lendis, 

But ryfand he wes prieft, . : 

Quhill that he oifted at bayth cndis, 

For honour of the feift 




At Chriftis Kirk, t?fc. 


That day, 

Y*o ttlui io bnvs it & * 

worm cnr, qu l>nA •/ 

? yj|,vi roi • •• - A • 

Kt: <vmt .i -Sv C » *( Vsf:'fii: vvod 

Syne Robene Roy begouth to revell, U>v.' 

And Downy till him druggit; 

H a Let 
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Let be, quo Jok , and caw’d him javell, 
And be the taill him tuggit, 

The kcnfy cleikit to the cavell, 

Bot, lord, than how thay luggit! 

Thay partit manly with a nevell, 

God wait gif hair was ruggit 

Betwix thame 










• %l f 
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At Chriftis Kirk, &c. 

\ 'a ;\ if ■Jit 


VIII 


%. . « J 4 


idO 


AT 

nf,m or* tf&n 
M 3JjY 

w 

Ane bent a bow, fic Hurt coud fteir him, 

Grit fkayth wes’d to haif fkard him, 

He chefet a flane as did affeir him, 

The toder faid dirdum dardum ! 

Throw baith the cheikis he thocht to cheir him, 
Or throw the erls heif chard him, 

Bot be ane aikerbraid it cam not neir him, 

• , 

I can nocht tell quhat marr’d him 

♦aibfrsfi*' I 






rf 

il»\ 




Thair, 

t :fljnq lyn suf bn 




tl.'U. 



Kef 



l\> 3 . 


At Chriftis Kirk, &c. 

f < "'*!'*■ djjhif'ik bdftio 5f 

1 .■ ‘'.’jf! /I ud 

* fiv 

- i‘ : *-*. a: « t ^5b JtnT * ■. ! S i 

With that a freynd of his cry’d, r fy ! 

% 2 # JO X J 

And up ane arrcv/ drew, 

He forgit it fa furioufly, 

The bow in flenderis flew ; 

Sa wea the will of God, trow I, 

For had the trc bene trew, 

kl . * 
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Men 
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Men faid, that kend his archery, 
That he had flane enow 


• i;;That day, ol ft u \ L' 


At Chriftis Kirk, &c. • • 


min j; 


[ibi th nr.ru 9>tfT 




X. V) J :• iii • 

A t_ IV , r 11-4. u ' ?nl" 

An hafty henfure, callit Hary f 

r • , , .4 Oi ; J ' * : 71 7 b-.'-i 

Quha wes ane archer heynd, 

.-7.; « *i j j : n*; I 

Tilt up a taikle withouten tary, 




That torment fa him teynd ; 


70 min o 






I wait not quhider his hand could vary, 
Or the man was his freynd, 




Til t \ i 

.Jit l 1 


0 iA 


For he efchapit, throw michts of Mary, 


4-s man that na ill meynd, 

But gude. 

At Chriftis Kirk, life* < , . 


., >■ d ‘ . ‘. 
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XI. . v/ji 


a 



Cl 3f! J 


I'T 


.Li 


.'tfui ! v’i I>Vid onA 


Then Lowry as ane lyon lap, 

. . ; r: \ 

And fone a flane can feddir. 


He hecht to perfs him at the pap, 


Theron to wed a weddir, 

He hit him on the wame a wap, 


. . ; 7 ; r ' 

. •, l :• .7 A 




It bvft lyk ony bledder; 




'J l ? "f r| ) i i\ 


1 • 


But fua his fortune was and hap, 
His doublit wes maid of ledder, 


And faift him 








At Chriftis Kirk, &c, 

* * 0 
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XII. 

The buff fo boifteroufly abaift him, 

That he to the eard dufht doun, 

The uther man for deid then left him, 

And fled out o’ the toune; 

The wyves came furth, and up they reft him, 

_ • \ .hi! m j ! \t ! flOil 

And fand lyfe in the loune, 

___ _ #• m C * ' % J . > J I , » - ) 

Then with three routis up they reft him, 

• | i* l ‘ . JfJI / f 

And cur d him of his foune 


m I k - m 


^nn 


• A. «- J 


At Chriftis Kirk, SV. 


Fra hand that day, 

t r * cn r*\T»*rv i w il 


•ii y j u .w 


ail *Bi 


fc> 


- \siV. 4 . ' 

XIII. 

'I 



A yaip young man, that ftude him neift. 
Lous'd aff a fchott with yre. 

He ettlit the bern in at the breift, 

The bolt flew ou’r the byre, 

Ane cry’d fy! he had flane a prieft 
A myle beyond ane myre; 




■ , nSjjSt 

SlBHH £ r jr 

Then bow and bag fra him he keift, 

And fled as ferfs as fvre 

# . : > ,v r f 

Of flint, 

At Chriftis Kirk, Sr. 

. • ■ • ; rMDi'd /ao 



, qr..i . 

XIV. 








With forks and flails they lent grit flappis. 
And flang togidder. lyk friggis, 
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With bougars of barnisthay beft blew kappis, 
Quhyle thay of bernis maid briggis; 

The reird rais rudely with the rapps, 

Quhen rungis wer layd on riggis, 

The wyffis cam furth with cryis and clappis, 

Lo quhair my lyking ligs, 

Quo thay, 

At Chriftis Kirk, &fc. 

’* *■ ■*' 1 %r - nsm *>u Jffgfctr oT f. 

XV. 

. * ■ .. .pja dtj* liitf sojs Jiloodj # H 

Thay gyrnit and lait gird with grainis, 

Ilk goffip uder grievit, f < 

Sum (Irak with ftings, fum gatherit ftainis. 

Sum fled and ill mifchevit; 

J -t a • j * 

The me?ijiral wan within twa wainis, 

That day full weil he previt, 

For he cam hame with unbirft bainis, 

Quhair fechtaris wer mifchievit 
ES-* | For evir, 

At Chriftis Kirk, &c. ■ 



Heich Ilutebon with a hi fill ryfs, 

To red can throw thame rum mill, 

He muddlit thame doun lyk ony myfs, 

He wes na baity bummil; 

Thoch he wes wight, he wes nocht wyfs 
With fic jangleurs to jummil, ' 


For 
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For fra his thowme thay dang a iklyfs, 

jp% 

Quhile he cryed barlafummil y 

I am (lane, 

At Chriftis Kirk, iffc. 

j Ti irfit’d ctti 

• r .‘ 

XVII. 

Quhen that he faw his blude fa reid, 

To fle might na man let him, 

He weind it bene for auld done feid. 

He thocht ane cryed, haif at him ! 

He gart his feit defend his heid y 

The far fairer it fet him,; v r trj 

« • 

Quhyle he wes paft out of all pleid. 

He fuld bene fwift that gat him 

» 

Throw fpeid. 

At Chriftis Kirk, c f?c. 

• f ♦ |f • 

/ I r lift a f |« g4 

HIM. 1 j+ stl ^1*41 XIJIW 

•’ XVIII. 


The town foutar in grief wes bowdin, 
His wyfe hang in his waift, 

His body wes with blud all browdin, 

He grainit lyk ony gaift ; 

Hir glitterand hair that wes full gowdin* 
Sa hard in lufe him laift. 

That for hir fake he wes na yowdin 
Seven myle that he wes chaift, 

And mair, 

> * ^ 


At Chriftis Kirk, iffc r 


: 


# 
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XIX. 


r n 


► * * k* J - 9 % 


!•, ' f) | 

•v I t. ft 




*-l A 


* 




The miliar wes of manly mak, 
To meit him wes namowis, 


( . I r 


$dT 


.w ..jjw string 

fiabuld ?I{dwj3K>? 

Thai durft not ten cum him to tak, 

Sa nowitit he thair powis ; . l'. * 

The bufchment haill about him brak, 


a /fJl J tA 


And bickert him with bows, 

Syn traytourly behind his back 
They hewit him on the howifs 
K r V Behind, 

At Chriftis Kirk, ! V f ****** T* : 

1 '* • *j i ‘V.'iiu;" 1 


■ 


•> rg ilhm 7!>v; ycdT 

■u/y ; gi : <;Ji/ 7W ii >.r at friT 

Twa that wer herdfmen of the herd, ari : I 

Ran upon udderis lyk rammis, \ : I 

Than followit feymen richt unaffeird, 

Bet on with barrow trammis, 

But quhair thair gobbis wer ungeird, 

_ • • 

Thay gat upon the gammis, J Ai,i r:-? - A 

Quhyle bludy berkit wes their baird, 

As thay had worriet lammis 

Maid lyk, 

A4 . 'cJ ’ - ' * ! : ;' i '* 

At Chriftis Kirk, life. . 

• {i \h b. i r, ihl o \ dJud iofD 

mm * j ■■ ;;i t xx f • ■ < u.' 

:*ivi>tnd \ n ^sn.t\ bin :/ v/o i j lay*! 

The fivy'ves keft up a hideous yell, 

When all thir younkeris yokkit, 1L> . .u L 

AIs 
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Als ferfs as ony fyre flaughts fell, 
Freiks to the field thay flokit j 


The carlis with clubbis coud udir quell, 
Quhyle blude at breiftis out bokkit, 
Sa rudely rang the common bell, 


J 




Quhyll 






For reid* 


At Chrifffs Kirk, &c. 


Mwr 


4 






•. 








XXIL 








Quhyn thay had berit lyk baitit bum 
And branewod brynt in bails, 
Thay wer als meik as ony mulis 
That mangit wer with mailis; 

For faintnefs tha forfochtin fulis 




Fell doun lyk flauchtir failis, 

And frefch men cam in and hail’d the dulis, 


And dang tham doun in dailis, 


Bedene, 

At Chriftis Kirk, iffc. 






loqu 


y.\ ^bulu 


V 




XXIII. 




Quhen all wes done, Dik wit 
Cam furth to fell a fuddir, 


Quod he, quhair ar yon hangit imai> 
Rycht now wald flane my bruder: 
His wyf bad him ga hame, Gib glaiks 
And fa did Meg., his muder, 
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He turnit and gaif them bayth thair paikis, 
For he durft ding nane udir, 
r For feir, 

At Chriitis Kirk of the Grene that day. 


FINIS. 
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f 01T "j tt i? 

* » i y w vjk 


|4a A t^A -A^A A^A A^l aK t fi • K. ylf .^A a4V ^ A ±£ a . 

TTT r tTTTt t T'^TTTV 

■ A^A aJ’a j^a aJJa a4a a^a > A A^A A '*/ A A frv .f A , J a. ~4* I A^. A^| a||a a t* A^A a^a a \ A A^A A^i J f A f A^A A^ A A^A A^A, jK aL | A^I 

tfTtptp ^ tpt|TTf: “ f|T ^ ^ ^|rT|T Vt T t t t T T T T T T t t tT 


2 fi b 3 }oup 2i lx bus t no^iO ad* 1 




T T 


rftrioDS eirl rii -rojnM ftdoT vd noi 


a 

, 


,,k, 


TJT 


(: -ns INTRODUCTION. 

io! ,2'gni;i 3iiJ io m^oq aidi io obsm nsa 



ft • * ^ #v • ^ . - 

following old Poem, the compofition 


of king James I. of Scotland, was difcovered 


by fir Percy* the Editor of the Reliques of An¬ 


cient Englifh JPoetry, and publifhed in the Se¬ 


cond Volume’of a late Collection of SeleCt 


Scotifh Ballad**?, (by Mr Pinkerton) anno 1783. 


na<A v^Ya 


Dr Percy informs us, that this poem is pre- 


ferved in: the JPepyfian Library, at Magdalen 


College, Cambridge,: in an ancient M. S. col¬ 


lection of old Scotifh fongs and poems in folio , 


which had been a prefent to the founder of 


that library,: (Mr Pepys) from the duke of 


Lauderdale, minifter to: king Charles II. ‘ It 


had originally belonged to that duke’s anceftor 


Sir Richard Maitland,. Knt. who lived in the 


reign of queen Mary, and her fon, king James 


VI. 


I 2 


This 
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INTRODUCTION. 


This poem is alluded to by king * James I. 

Mp y ^ ■ p ■ • J» * ^ ^ ■■ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ i i i ^n^i! 


in, the 4th line of firft ftanza, of his 5poem of 


Chrift’s Kirk of the Green, and it is quoted as 


his compofition by John Major in his Scotifh 


Hiftory. Major feems to hint that a parody 

# -u v J T / vt V 7 A X t J 


had been made of this poem of the king’s, for 


on the fubjedt of fome low intrigue in which he 


had been difcovered, his words are- 

u cundurn artijiciojum ilium Cantun}/compofuitJ 


6 i 


at Beltayn, &c. quam x alii de Dalkeith » et 


“ 



mutare 



y x quia in > arce aut 


u camera claufus fervabatur, in qua mulier cum 
tf maire habitabat” 


’ -oiq zi rnooq sirfj isrfj t eu erxnolni .hCI 


Peebles, <the fcene of the poem is the 


head town of the county ofSTweedale, fitu- 


ated on;the banks ofithe river! Tweed, in a 

V** & it. ' * A • I 


paftoral country abounding with game, which 


made it often be reforted to by ourc ancient 


Scotifh kings. The annual games of. archery. 


and other paftimes at Peebles, (appeari to have 


been of very ancient inftitution. ! i- WiSl ii 


23ins^ gnhi <nol 


:I brig t'risM lo njjfai 


.IV 


aiH 1 
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PEBLIS TO THE PLAlf. 

vyy* . o' * * • p 

; » ^ 




rl*i 




. • • 

• t 


' 

a * » *v •« ' r \ > t ' r*\ 

, Jon Jiiil adoX^ntrf 3t 7& oT 

l i ^ ^ 

I. 


A 


JQIL 3 LJfll t 


T beltane, quhen ilk bodie bownk ... , ,, , 

To PeWis to the^ay, t ^ :i , . J(:K j> ; i y 
To heir the finein and the foundis ; 

lO IlCIl LUC 

__M . 1 . f* 


The folace, futh to fay, -\ }[ , t 0 •••.: c i * \ 't 

Be firth and forreft furth they found ; 

md 

m • I Url t -r , V rf f * 4 . 


Thay graythit tham full gay ; ; ; • ■ ; t , 

God wait that wald they do that ftound. 


For it was thair feift da 

Thay faid, 

dvl Li/ft f?r>rfi ! oo: 


Of Peblis to the Play. 


diliidb idDon 1 mA 


II. i :j tx; i i . 

< Jnnd-anol Uv?3 ol nifi l 


All the wenchis of the weft 

, c 7r a > ’ ' : ’ i fi >v f|j Tit 

War up or the cok crew ; 

J r ir/. ir. . ill L : If T y 

For reiling thair micht na man reft, ^ ; , . , ^ 

For garray, and for glew : , , ; ; , , t 

Ane faid my curches ar nocht preft ; 

Than anfwerit Meg full blew, 

RrSTH i 



J 


To 


Go^ gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 






102 


PEBLIS TO THE PLAY. 


I 





To get an hude, I hald it beft ; 

Be Goddis faull that is true, ') p ^ lu 

Quod fcho, 

Of Peblis to the Play. 


III. 


She tuik the tippet be the end, 
To lat it hing fcho leit not; 


Quod he, thy bak fall beir ane bend ; 


In faith, quod fhe, we meit not. 

c , r i • pd; . DiiBifid T^jM 

Scho was fo guckit, and lo gend, 

That day ane byt fcho eit nocht; 

Than fpak hir fallowis that hir tend ; 

r% A-n j •* . < ■ ? ; .mjt 

Be (till, my joy, and greit not 

bit;*,i ” : t. t .»'i Pt : : I . Si- 

Now. 


Of Peblis to the Play. ; : ‘ ; 

' ^ (UCUiOj# “rat ob 'pat djbv/ )crf) ub 7/ boO 


reb ftiSl mil) 3 


IV.* 

bial yfjdT n ■ 




Evir allace ! than faid fcho, 




. 


to p 

4 4a 


Am I nocht cleirlie tynt ? 

■ 

I dar nocht cum yon mercat to 
I am fo evvil fone-brint; 

* s . ."-" ^ ~'dohw t 

.. - „ . , * - --nrA^ u 1 

Marie I fall anis mynt 

., v., - . rn i 

Stand of far, 3nd keik thaim to; 

: V/513 lut ./£T!B3 

As I at hame was wont, 

; j '..Jr.' . 

Quod 

r r ■ t * 

Of Peblis to the Play. 

„ ^ « #* 
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V. 


Hop, Calye, and Cardronow 






G? iinijd yiVT biftl ‘ji 

Gadcrit out thik-fald, , ., 

7 tjnr, >n-.. vrj 

With Hey and How rohumbelow 

7 • • * • • > •' 

The young folk were full bald. 

7 0 • J J * i ! 1 .; • 

The bagpype blew, and thai out threw 
Out of the townis untald. 

.yLi j< ; vi i.4 : : to 

Lord lie ane fchout was thame amang, 

Quhen thai were our the wald 

Thair weft, 

Of Peblis to the Play. - iNi.r:. . „ .iki’[ 

[(>•« a* in ..... • uo\ Livcfs bed sna t»wn bnA 


na list JoUctiv/ hi A 


VI. 

\» ^ i % 

- w l (x\r C byd t rriiIi>M boup ,woW 

Ane young man ftert in to that fteid, 

3 ® “rnrrrf .. .» ti ^b;*jn jad \tQ 

Als cant as ony colt, 

7 7 ■ •' ■-* { 1 1 1 c j- . .'t r \ 

Ane birkin hat upon his heid, 

*: 1 . • J •> ’ > v.vo y 

With ane bow and ane bolt 5 

31 ii Jsf < 

Said, Mirrie Madinis, think not lang ; 

The wedder is fair and fmolt. ,, . , 0 , , ■ • ,0 , c 

He cleikit up ane hie ruf fang, 




Thair fure ane man to the holt 

Quod he. 

Of Peblis to the Play. , l> r " r <I“T 

r *? rj .* »• 3 rt.A,A cbrfjb tnom olUooitoiW 


VIX, 1 j H 


#*v % 


. jjfi fl I*.•T h '3 Pnw r./urp 331 f>I 

Thay had nocht gane half of the gait 

Quhen the madinis come upon thame, . , ^ - 

Ilkane 


j 


II 








i. 
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Ilk ane man gaif his confait, 

How at thai wald difpone thamc : 

Ane faicl The faireft fallis me ; '' 7 ‘’ s \ ^ 

Tak ye the laif and fone thame. 

Ane uther faid Wys me lat be. 

# » i rr •» tf \ 

\ j > 


Hoi voitov- ad l 


On, Twedell fyd, and on thame 

vi ■ i ’-f.ro 1 1 3 '-’ . ?n*i 

Of Peblis to the Play. >! " <**>■ 

,z * .. *■>' t t *rfT£fn£ ; 5 £nfirit esw iuodot oii bioJ 

mf * t I * # 

vm# (f • »tj 7 lr i : • dup 


flyv i 




»: 6 ddD c . tO 















Than he to ga, and fcho to ga, » 
And never ane bad abyd you : 

Ane winklot fell and her taill up; 


Wow, quod Malkin, hyd vow 
Quhat neidis you to maik it fua ? 

Yon man will not ourryd you. v r tiK 

Ar ye owr gude, quod fcho, I fay, 

To lat thame gang befyd yow ^ r v . :m; ;j \ 

Y ondef, 


Of Peblis to the Play? n k “ V' ' a IT 

* c 1m !>hf oafi qii fiJioh *»1* 


A 1 . 



; '* ■ IX. * oV ^*ut\ ■uwi*? 

bOvp 

Than lhai come to the townis end .. r ( f 
Withouttin more delai, 

He befoir, and fcho befoir, 

To fee quha was maift gay. 

All that luikit thame upon 


yUT 


Leuche faft at thair array : * rj ^ 

idHK . ' • • I •; > 


p. 


Cum 
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Sum faid that thai were merkat folk; 


Quene of May 

Was cumit 

x »* ' Jqmoo ol nsgsd or! hnA 


Of Peblis to the Play. 

? 1 • kt* ^ijpqqnd bn£ awt rrr.ra 

. jj»:j r,»/ • f • v c d i y .c o £ 

aid itpqu fro ft isriiu on A 

Than thai to the taverne>hpij8.,j K) .. ;I; r ,. ; t > ://. 

With meikle oly prance ; 0 . ;< , ' 

Ane fpak wi wourdis wonder crous . 0 „ . 

A done with ane mifchance! 


Braid up the burde, (he hydis tyt) „ , ;r -, G 

We ar all in ane trance ; 


Se that our naprc be quhyt, 

For we will dyn and daunce, 

. v . i. Thair out, i > t ^ ^ * A 

•b'ub Soa ifcfe v/oy pwSBj 


Of Peblis to the Play. 


.tiJEft Jijavoid on£ lilt Jrjft jH 


od as bri£3 


DC' 


XT. 

•" < obiioi nr. ni 2£w zuod bsrf} ILA 

Ay as the gudwyf brocht in, • ;ii x . 

Ane fcorit upon the wauch. a ; ’ » 


Ane bad pay, ane ither faid, nay, 

Byd quhill we rakin our lauch. 

The gud wyf faid, Have ye na dreid ? 






> * 


r —■ ■ ^ % 

Ye fall pay at ye aucht. 

Ane young man ftart upon his feit. 


And he began to lauche 


■m 


Of Peblis to the Play. 


For heydin, « ! iid ' 

: uibboi vno nitti/QittiW 




A 11 

j i ^ j i * 


XII. 
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x** & 1 fc * £ rTt yfcM }o Dfnifp odi bitf cnuc 

He gat ane trincheour in his hand. 

u *7il> I * 

And he began to compt; ; y[ .Q 

Ilk man twa and ane happenie, - 

To pay thus we war wount. 

% 

Ane uther ftert upon his feit, 

And faid thow art our blunt ^ C ' J ^ ^ 



To tak fik office upoun hand ; l '< ' * ?1 ■ n 1 

Be God thow ferrite ane dunt u ’ ;jo ‘ iv; ; R 1 » f 

Of me " dtew 9 no 

Of Peblis to the Play. 'V- - * [' - ; 1 

rr> -irvc: f v'c., y K1 * 9 oe ni He ie 97/ 

xn fi( i jo /. 

'' q 5 •• • Wt J>rB nyb liiw ow aol 

Ane dunt, quod he, quhat dewil is that l 

Be God yow dar not du’d. j i [ - : q 

He ftert till ane broggit ftauf, 

Wincheand as he war woode. 

• l «w 

All that hous was in an reirde; 

Ane cryit, ‘ The halie rude ! : ; *~'i 

* Help us lord upon this erde 

‘ That thair be fpilt na blude 1 «• 4 ytA 

< Heirin, 

« Of Peblis to the Play.’ 1 1 * 7 - 7 ‘ 

jrt* w.?.o :*,.» “ ' ' __ v sy jj; ysq Ilift sY 

* 1 T ' 1 ! ° 

jdouzl oi oBgad 9d bu/. 

Thay thrang out at the dure at anis 

V 

Withouttin ony reddin; 


;cT o. 
i L jIIj 


■ n* 


Gilbert 
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Gilbert in ane guttar glayde ; t , ; or]' 

He gat na better beddin. j 



Hujpt aid rfjynd irctfq:’ bf 

Thair wes not ane of thame that day 
Wald do ane utheris biddin. 

Thairby lay thre and threttie fum, 

Thrunland in ane midding r 

fo; , , • Off draff.. 

« u . . ^ : J;j jrr,r 1 , r ell 

Of Peblis to the Play. 

. Cfnirl rr..j u x? : j sdt |! *A 

o . i [ \ > . : j • I /. 

XV. 

| j ; V ! mid j/ii iunl li?w idoh ! boO bio. I 

Ane cadgear on the mercat gait r . 

Hard thame bargane begin ; 

He gaiff ane fchout, his wyff came out; 

Scantlie fcho micht ourh ye him : : • . !*: • f 

He held, fcho drew, for duft that day 

Micht na man fe ane ftyme - >1 ut 11 -J "iO 

To red thame. 

Of Peblis to the Play. I ' - 

rat. i i d'A ‘ 01 m • ^mr.f J 3 *nl V » rrt v • •>'/ 

XVT 

AVI# 

^ , .. , . . ■; i 'jm ft r jib ovfid ov *J| t>ri 

He ftert to his greit gray meir, 

And of he tumblit the creilis. f 1 1 - f,) b • >j l : f i 0 


Alace, qnod fcho, hald our gude man : 
And on hir knees fcho knelis. 


Abyd, quod fcho; why nay, quod he* 

In till his ftirrapis he lap \ 

A ; l The 

vr-i • ^ *>di ol tf&diPL V> 


1 ug lU 


vlX 
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The girding brak, and he flew of, f'Suy j u i t ti.dliO 

fid i&B dH 



And upftart bayth his heilis *ui 

i It .’M rtAt anis,i f ; -<>n z\ w ti 

Of Peblis to the Play, .riib'ud amf: i 5. i cj MsVJ 

t ^ 1 * bflk'bfiril yd yd-ttsd'C 

XVIlibf ; m urn; i Kir* nn ‘ ’ 




. f 




His wyf came out, and gaif ane fchout, 

. , , t '*! *03 I J :<) *: 

And be the fute fcho gat him ; 

All bedirtin drew him out; 

Lord God ! richt weil that fat him ! 

He faid, Quhair is yon culroun knaif ? > ;«•/_» jbsi »a\ 
Quod fcho, I reid ye lat him J 3r;r .r : f r Iru II 

Gang hame his gaites. Be God, quod he, 

I fall anis have at him l i jp J ■ : t : LdBdB 

* 7- > t Hi »ubYit. ,7/*. I j c:Id; J- *. .-Jit 

Of Peblis to the Play. h ^r:; * r r r r u trtoiHi 

^ 0!)*i oi 

XVIII. .7 IS r tdJ c si ( T [ J 


Ye fylit me, fy for fchame ! quod fchot 
Se as ye have dreft me ; 

How feil ye, fchir, as my girdin brak 

Quhat meikle devil may left me. j ; . ?s 0 t ah 

0 

I wait weil quhat it wes .u^lt C , jrfal t no , . \ 

My awin gray meir that keft me: . J{ . ;V , ;mA 

Or gif I wes forfochtin faynt, • >1 | ;j t y f <fA 

And fyn lay doun to reft me ;y * s tb-«{ 

?j ' ' ’' , _• Yonder, 

Of Peblis to the Play. 
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f of* fiuEL 

moo qlfiog !>hiiO 


■ 7 xix. ,;%f r 1 <i ' B< 1 1 

.•jifoi/hJ : ij&nu6vf sistera snawB IfiVv 

Be that the bargan was all playit n ,., ;i 

The ftringis ftert out of thair nokks ; 

# ^ 4 w ' 1 J# JL 

Sevin-fum that the tulye maid, . j 
Lay gruffiing in the ftokks. 

JU if I; 

John Jakfoun of the nether warde 

J*X < ‘ , • 

Had lever have giffin an ox, 

* * hi l iJ« J 1*4 Dll' 

Or he had cuming in that cumpanie, 

He fware be Goddis cokkis, 

ftr 

fe'Wrf* A V : t ik* 1 fa'&l And mann ^ s bayth, 

rf! ‘Z fi » « «* t • • 

VXD 3ilJ 81W }J3fl *TV7 91 
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W f 1 1 


_ | . D V/3f1 

With that Will Swane come fueitand out, 

^ • C’TT T ~r7": 1 . • ”7! To!! ) 


Ane meikle miller man 5 

Gif I fall dance have donn lat fe 




i Olljob li/O X 




0} tilda^ IO 


ltd er. ng 0} odJl bi 

Blaw up the bagpyp than : . lr », r, 

* • Vr I I • « • i J ' > r j 

The fchamon’s dance I mon begin; 

I trow it fall not pane. r 

* 1 J i 

So hevelie he hockit about 
To fe him, Lord, as thai ran 

That tyd, 

god I won bid loq^q 

’ L'lit - • I < Oj A‘d 7 iiI(I ioi 37VJ oT 

xxi. ;j ' * 1 ! 1 : ' 

of gniq ^q vm Uato^t 

Thay gadderit out of the toun . • , ^ n > t - 

And neirar him thai dreuche;^,, j; ; 

K Ane 


Of Peblis to the Play! 
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Ane bade gif the daunfaris rowme, 

Will Swane makis wounder teuche. 

Than all the wenfchis Te he thai playit; ‘ ‘ ^ 

But, lord, as Will Young leuche !° t,s " " 

Gude goflip come hyn your gaitis, 

For we have daunfit aneuche v ' yi,J 1 • ‘ 1 * 

At anis 

n 




r o . 




fGl 


-O i 


At Peblis at the Play. 

' <!; . . .j S&iti ni gmmu 
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l> «*i 


>/^jI bsK 

MsdiO 




XXIl nd sH 


• p r{ ft 


Tocnr 




»lio 


Sa ferflie’fyr heit wes the day . )d ■ .3, 

His face began to frekill. 

Than Tilbe tuik him by the hand, 
fWes new cuming fra the Seckill) 

Allace, quod fcho, quhat fall I do ? 

And our doure hes na ftekill. *****3 

And fcho to ga as hir taill brynt; 

And all the cairlis to kekill ! 1 < * r ri1 *** 

i « ' At hir; ' :V ‘ « • 1 ** 

Of Peblis to the Play. ^ 

w * ^ iopdt Jiiood 3d 

XXIII. 

r 5 1 * a J <i>y| {sofr. ■ * + . 

The pyper faid now I begin 

mm , • 




1 1 


To tyre for playing to ; 

Bot yit I have gottin nathing 
For all my pyping to you ; 

*thre happenis for half ane day 

. i .t. - •« i. , > ±> d rd HTJbrjflH 

And that will not undo you t 

•j:i\ >' k *• Atid 


ttro Jrisbbs^ yi;rtl 
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And gif ye will gif me richt nocht, 
The meikill devill gang wi you, 


Quod he 


Of Peblis to tie Play. 




Be that the daunfing vves all done, 

^ t T *#• * V 

Thair leif tuik les and mair; 


Quhen the winklottis and the wawarris twynit 
To fe it was hart fair. 

Wat Atkin faid to fair Ales, 

» 

My bird now will I fayr: 


The dewil a wourde that fcho might fpeik, 
Bet fwownit that fvveit of fwair 


For kyndnes. 
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He fippilit lyk ane faderles foie; 

* And be dill my fweit thing. 

‘ Be the halyrud of Peblis 

* I may nocht reft for greting.* 

He quhiflillit, and he pypit bayth, 
To mak hir blyth that meiting : 
My hony hart how fayis the fang, 

* Thair fall he mirth at our meting 


< Tit 


Of Peblis to the Play 
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Be that the fone was fettand fchaftis ; 

And neir done wes the day : 

Thair men micht heir fchriken of chaftis 


Quhen that thai went thair way. 

Had thair bein mair made of this fang, 

Mair fold I to yow fay. * 1 " ' iri 11 ' : - n 

At beltane ilka bodie bownd '* 

To Peblis to the Play. 1 **» 
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< INTRODUCTION. 

& mm & ■ ^*mm 9 *A «•* -*■ , \ ^ /* ♦ 0CJk ft I ^ /l » • . k I* I 7 ^ f i.' #-^[ | f If ' * . f 

^ 4 V J *, , ( / J , 4 4 ^ « m w i 1 > * k v I • ^ 

^ f 4 m mi * r mJt mm «• • • • • im m » “ — ^ m •» 

m fit | • S f 

* THE fubjeft of the two, following ballads 

«.,k ^ | #% |*n » « « a'*^ f • | * V ^ l 4 f J ^JT # T if# 

are night adventures of king James V, who, 

• * # • >1 ||* f\ ^1 4 f f I i" 'I J * 1 1 f \ i*| # 1 

as is faid, ufed frequently in his juvenile days, 

^ ^ J . % i.4 If . ' | • k C y ’ I * *■•’> 

to make excurfions by himfelf thro’ the coun- 

f. /-* *4 ^ v ^ 4 ? rt /*% ^ 4 

• 1 • c* • /* 

try in dilguiie. 

V- . ‘ , 4 '• / f . 

. • % r ♦> t 

I 

, ♦ ; * 

Universal tradition down to the prefen t 
time has given the firft of thefe, viz . the-Ga- 
berlunzie Man, as the compofition of that 
iprightly and accomplifhed prince, who was a 
poet himfelf, and one of the greateft promo¬ 
ters of poetry, and of the liberal arts and fci- 
ences of his age. Of this the bright conftella- 

tion of poets, which in his time adorned our 

_ > 

Northern Hemifphere, does fufficiently atteft. 
Such were Dunbar, Bellenden, Dean of Mur- 

4 • ( , , J 7 ^ 

ray, Henryfon, Montgomery, Sir Richard 

K 4 * Maitland, 
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-Maitland, and Sir David Lindfay, who floti- 
riihed in hi? time. 


The ballad of the Jollie Beggar, is furely 
not the compofition of king James. From 
the language it evidently feems to be of a more 
modern date and tho’ no mean performance, 
it does not equal the king’s poem in humour. 
We give it a place here, only from the fubjeft 
which is fimilar to the Gaberlunzie, and as 
throwing traditionary light on the ftory of the 
laft ballad, to wit, that in the king’s excurfi- 
ons, he took care to have fome of his knights 

Oj :{?/',>> J it SJJ^ 0 jPv* 

attendant at a diftance, fo as to fecure him a - 
gainft danger or infult, while in difguife. 













The circumftance, of blowing his horn and 
—Four and twenty belted knights came riding o'er 

the hill • 

And on his emerging from his difgune, and 

. v : - ^ - J J ^ w sfVJ m 

* 

appearing 

—The brawejl gentleman that was amang them a\ 
Are truly pi&urefque, and might furnifh a fub- 
je£t for a Hernflcirk or a Teniers. 
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GABERLUNZI E-M A N. 
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oiY’riw 3 £ tbw I rim; ,orQ l oiip ! O bn A 






v*< , 





_ •92U1 ViT. r hftfi V/kld 
I *>vdt ' '/'i.e™ . 


I. 


•VI 


T HE pauky auld Carle came o’er the lee, 

* * •:<[ s t>j r , \ . • . ' r> ■■ , 

Wi’ mony gude eens and days to mec, 

t ' 4 i/lJ JC !U .. . ‘ i 

Saying, Gudewife, for zour courtelie, 

. • ' Ml i. jl I 1 * Jii I JV .*/ . 

Will zee ludge a filly poor man. 

i n' > ° : 4 x 

The night was cauld, the carle was wat, 

& . ITj iH< 1: it cU 

And down azont the ingle he fat; 

i ; " .T > JX'C- yl \ '! T.rt Jr. jjffA 

My dochter’s fhouthers he gan to clap, 

1 • C ,*un ° • . • . . , ;!tj OJ j': 

And cadgily ranted and fang. 

° 7 ... 

X - A 

n - 

O Wow ! quo’ he, war I as free, - • ' • ! * 2 

As firft whan I faw this country, 

How blythe and mirry wad I be ! 

And I wad^never think lang. 

He grew canty, and fcho grew fain ; 

But little did her auld minny ken 
Wh^t thir flee twa togidder war fayen, 

Whan wooing they war fae thrang. 

Ill 
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THE GABERLUNZIE-MAN 


III. 


And O ! quo’ he, ann zee war as black, 
As evir the crown o’ your daddy’s hat, 
’Tis I wad lay thee be me bak, 

And awa wi’ thee I’d gang. 
And O ! quo’ fho, ann I war as whyte 
As er the fnaw lay on the dyke, 

I’d cleid me braw and lady like, 

And awa wi’ thee I’d gang. 


. 


IV. 


Between the twa was made a plot. 


«»r 




They raife a wee befor the cock, 


/Vfff 


' * 




And wylily they fhot the lock, 

And faft to the bent ar they gane. 
Upon the morn the auld wyf raife, 

And at her leifure pat on her claife, 

1 v M ,4 

Syne to the fervants bed fcho gaes, 

To fpeir for the filly poor man. 










. V. 


She gaed to the bed whar the beggar lay. 
The ftrae was cauld, he was away ; 

ft 

Scho clapt her hands, cry’d, dulefu-day ! 

' uf % 

For fome o’ our crier will be crane. 


Sume ran to coffers, and fume to kifls, 




ay® 

But nought was flown that cou’d be mift » 

She dancid her lane, cry’d, Praife be bled ! 

0 * 4 0 

I have ludg’d a leil poor man. 

• • 

I;1 VI. 
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VI. 


Since nathing’s awa, as we can learn, 

The kirn’s to kirn, and milk to earn, V.* 


Gae butt the houfe, lafs, and waken my bairn, 

And bid her come quickly ben. 

The fervant gaed quhar the dochter lay, 

The fheits war cauld, fcho was away, 

And faft to her gudewife ’gan fay, 

Scho’s aff wi’ the Gaberlunzie-man. 


VII. 


O fy gar ride, and fy gar rin, *•> * ' 

And hafte ye find thefe traiters agen: 

For fcho’s be burnt, and hee’s be flean. 

The weirifou’ Gaberlunzie-man. 

Some rade upo’ horfe, fome ran a-fit, 

The wife was wude, and out o’ her wit; 

Scho cou’d na gang, nor yet cou’d fcho fit, 

But ay fcho curs’t and fcho bann’d. 

VIII. 

Mein tym far hind out o’wr the lee, 

Fu’ fnug in a glen whar nane cou’d fee, 

■ 

Thir twa, wi’ kindly fport and glee, 

Cut frae a new cheefe a whang. 

The prieving was good, it pleas’d them baith, 

To lo’e her for ay, he gae her his aith. 

Quo’ fhe, to leave thee I will be laith, 

My winfom Gaberlunzie-man. 

IX 
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IX 


O kend my minny I war wi ? you, 

Ill-fardly wad Ihe crook her mou’, 

Sic a pure man fhe’d nevir trow, 

After the Gaberlunzie-man, 

My dear, quod he, zere zet o’wr zoung, 

An’ hae na learned the beggar’s tongue, 

To fallow me frae toun to toun, 

* 


And carry the Gaberlunzie on 


X 


WP kauk and keel I’ll win zour bread, 

And fpinnels aud quhorles for them wha need, 
Whilk is a gentle trade indeed. 

To carry the Gaberlunzie on. 

I’ll bow my leg and crook my knee, 

An’ draw a black clout owr my eye, 

A cripple or blind they will ca’ me, 

While we will be merry and ling. 
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JOLLIE BEGGAR. 

ijzov/ h ib’sn bins t t!ooJ nianuo n efiw Tjs^’xi t>rfT 

• / • -; - -a, 

_ 

* ; Wvi? HiiSk) / 

PIIERE was a jollie beggar, and a begging he was 
A boun, 

And he tuik Up his quarters into a landart toun. 

And ewe'll gang nae matr a roving 
Sae late into the nicht; 

And ewe'll gang nae mair a rovingy boysy 
Let the moon Jhine naer fde brickt. 


» 


He wad neither ly in barn, nor yet wad he in byre; 

* ' / v > 

But in ahint the ha door, or els afore the fyre, 

t -^**0 # 9 m \ m S % * f ^ ^ # ~ * 

And vje'll gang y 8c c. 


The beggars bed was made at een \vi glide clean draw 




O »l * f •/ 


|£f) 



and hay, 

__ p § .• A t 1 V ^ 1 ^ » * | * ’ 

But in ahint the ha dore, and there the beggar lay. 
And tiue'll gang, &c. 

Upraife the gude man’s dochter and for to bar the 
door, . ll j . 

And there fhe faw the beggar (landing i* the floor, 
And eiue’ll gang, 

1 He 
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THE J0LL1E BEGGAR* 


He tuke the laflie in his arms* and to the bed he ran , 
O hooly, hooly wi me Sir! Ye’ll waken our gude man. 


And we’ll gang , &c. 

H* r :% A'O O 3 flJU 0 T. t 

The beggar was a cunnin loon, and nc er a word he 
fpak 

Till he gat his turn doon, fyne he began to crack* 

■ 

And five’ll xang 9 &c. 


Is there ony dogs into this toun ? Maiden tell me 

trew. clu 3 

And what wad ye do wi them, my hinny and my 

dow? v v • % 

^ f • Ik A%|4% ^ # g 

And < we'll gang , occ. 

• ] -A-r - ^ ^ V e . .* «* *, WSu V- fc 

They’ll rive a my meal pocks, and do me mickle 




wrang, 

• v fc fti 4|. *. * 

O dool for the doing o’t 1 

v ,i*T s ; 

And five ll gang , occ. 




^ I, 


Are ye the poor man 


? 




jO t : 




Then (lie tuik up the meal pocks, and Hang them at 

the wa. v - j y j. i yj 

The deil eae wi the meal pocks, my maidenhead and a. 
A, v ’ b ." jt 

And five’ll gang » &c , v 


I tuik ye for fome gentleman, at lead the laird o Bro- 


die. 


O dool for the doing o’t! Are ye the poor bodie ? 


And five’ll gang y &c# 


: Cm * 


He 

















THE J0LLIE BEGGAR. I2J 

He tuik the laflie in his arms, and gae her kifies three, 

And four and twenty hunder mark to pay the nurice 
fee. 

And we’ll gang* &c. 

/ 

He tuik a horn frae his fide, and blew baith loud and 
fhril!, 

And four-and-twenty belted knights came Ikipping 
our the hill. 

And we ll gang , &e* 

* 

And he tuik out his little knife, loot a his duddies fa* 

And he was the braweft geiitleman that Was amang 

them a. 

• ^ 

And we’ll gang , &c• 

f 

*3 * 

The beggar was a diver loon, and he lap fhoulder- 
liicht, 

'O ay for ficken quarters as I gat yefternicht. 

And we’ll gang ) See* 
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